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I Have Decided to Follow Jesus
I have decided to follow Jesus,
I have decided to follow Jesus,
I have decided to follow Jesus.
No turning back, No turning back.
I Have Decided to Follow Jesus,
Chalice Hymnal
On Sunday, the 26th of
January we sang “I Have
Decided to Follow Jesus.”
As we were singing, I realized that my deepest call,
and our deepest call as a church is to follow
Jesus, the light of the world, as we navigate
life’s paths. We see this in our church year -to move through the year, to move through
our lives is to discover this call at the root of
our lives, right at the foundation. We see it
as we prepare during Advent, as we celebrate
Christ’ incarnate presence at Christmas. Like
those seeking wisdom we follow the star to
Christ’s cradle, with baptism comes the
acknowledgement of Christ’s identity and
our emerging consciousness of who we are.
And then the call is made explicit as Jesus
calls us, calls his disciples from their busy
lives. Along the way we make the decision
and we follow Jesus. In the following, come
life’s lessons.
1. Life is luminous -- well lighted, so that
even as we walk through dark periods in our
lives we find beneath it all there is a light

that shines. This gives us courage to endure
in faith. What makes the wise ones wise?
This endurance and trust in the light, the star
they follow.
Our call is measured not in our certainty
about things, but by our desire for Christ in
our lives. This desire for Christ is itself a gift
from God, a gift which joins us to the divine. So, Christ’s call was met by a fierce
desire within his disciples. Have you heard
this call? Have you found this desire?
So now we begin the month of February.
And we are still following Jesus. As we move
through the next weeks of epiphany, revelation, Jesus sits us down on a hillside and
teaches us a few things. And a strange teaching it is, even upside down. I am talking, of
course, about the Sermon of the Mount.
That’s our territory for the next few Sundays. He turns everything around. The poor,
the mournful, the un-powerful, least of these
are the very ones Jesus calls blessed. Given
the expectations that we carry and that we
meet in our day to day lives, that seems just a
bit too much, requiring within us a change of
heart. But, it gets better.
As Jesus instructs us in prayer, he takes prayer of the ego rich worldly realm and locates
prayer in the closet. He uses ripe images,
birds, lilies, lights and bushels as he reveals
divine currents alive in the world. He has
ideas about the law, making our lives more
Continued on page 3
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It’s A Love Fest
Share Your Church with a Friend as we celebrate
Love
February is a month for Love -- Love in all its forms. It is
a time to celebrate God present to us in Agape, Philo,
and, yes, Eros, romantic love. Our Valentine’s celebrations, our love celebrations, ” have wonderful feel here at
First Congregational United Church of Christ. Our celebration of love has had a great run here. This year proves
to be no exception.

by our worship, our bellies will be
warmed a potluck meal in Friendship
Hall. Bring something to share. All are
welcome!

Then on Valentine’s Day itself, Friday, February 14...
A Cabaret – On Friday night, February 14, there will be a
Cabaret held at First Church. A variety of performers, led
by Evelyn McFadden, will sing and celebrate the glories of
We begin our week with a Celebration and a Feast, a love. We will listen intently, smile broadly, perhaps take
Fest and a Feast.
the hand of someone we love. This is an excellent opporA Celebration – Sunday, February 9, during worship we tunity to share the activities of our community with your
will celebrate!! As in past years we will be singing love
friends. Donations will benefit our church.
songs, reading love poems, singing “Let Me Call You
Sweetheart,” and otherwise experiencing for ourselves the Bring a Friend: What a great weekend to invite a friend
deep foundation of love for all of life. Not to be missed. to church whether for the Cabaret or for our Sunday acAnd after church….
tivities. IT’S A LOVE FEST!
A Feast – Yes, a feast! As our hearts have been warmed

Book Study: The Light Inside the Dark
John Tarrant's, "The Light Inside the Dark” is a
spiritual exercise, an invitation to the spiritual life.
Tarrant chronicles the path of transformation, of
diving deep, exploring and discovering the life at
the heart of things - in those spaces where you
might expect such an encounter, and in those more mysterious spaces where you might not. Using stories east and west,
John takes us along the human route of initiation, descent
and ascent, encouraging an intimacy with life that is at once
personal and extends beyond the bounds of personality. Tar-

rant’s book is an important book in that it shows how an
eastern approach to Spirit might be enhanced and deepened
by the western emphasis on Soul and character development. David Parks-Ramage will be leading a book study on
"The Light Inside the Dark." The approach will be transformational, that is, all participants will bring their own lives
and experience to the group as we study the book. The 6
sessions began on January 14 at 7 pm and run every two
weeks thereafter. The book is available in the church office.

Church Office Hours
The Church Office will be open three days a week – Tuesday,
be in the office. You can call the church on those days, at those
Wednesday and Thursday – from 9 am to 2 pm. These are the
times and she will answer the phone. On Mondays David will be in
hours that our new Administrative Assistant, Rebecca Weaver, will and out of the office.

Contacting the Church
The church has two phone lines that you can call. These phones
will be answered on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays during

Church Office Phone Lines
707-546-0998
707-546-0990

church office hours. You can leave a message on the voice mail at
the church at times when the phone is not being answered.

Phone Lines for David Parks-Ramage, Minister
Routine Calls: 707-546-1596
In Emergencies: 707-836-3118
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Continued from page 1

about Spirit than proscribed morality. He offers newness of life, a life centered in a living God, present and active to the
depths of creation. It is great to follow Jesus. He shows us God, ourselves and how we relate. Amazing stuff. Listen, I hear
him now, “Follow me.”
I look forward to seeing you as we worship in February.
Blessings,
David

Community News
5th Annual Pick a Party!
Here comes our most FUN program of community building and pain-free fundraising: Pick-aParty is back! How will you participate?
If you’re new to Pick-a-Party, it’s simple and
fun.
Start by thinking about what kind of party you’d like to
host, service you could offer, or event you could organize—
on your own or with a friend or two. Decide how many
people could participate, and how much it should cost. Proceeds go straight to the church operating budget; in some
years we have raised over $4500 to supplement our income.
Be Creative! Past parties/services have included batches of
cookies delivered to donors, a hike and brunch or lunch,
sing-alongs, home-made brunch (Pastor David baked

bread!), one-on-one lessons, wine-and-food pairing taught
by our resident sommelier, dinner parties, movie night with
dinner or dessert, play-reading, many more.
Or—if hosting doesn’t work for you, plan on signing up to
attend an event--or five! Or six! Or more!
Then—Save these dates:
Pick-a-Party presentation after 10:30 service; party
forms provided: Sunday, Feb, 23
Deadline for submitting party forms: Sunday, March 16
Sign up for Parties; Friendship Hall after 10:30 service:
Sunday, April 6
“See you at the Party!” —Submitted by Kathy Johnson

Thank You!
Our church community is blessed to have many members
who devote their time and skill to do the work that we rely
on to keep us thriving. Some volunteer in very visible ways;
others spend their time on vital work that may be almost invisible to most of us. It’s good to acknowledge those who do
what needs to be done, whether they work in the public eye
or behind the scenes. This month, special thanks go to Evelyn Smith, Maggie Robinson, and Louise Penna.
Evelyn chairs our Finance and Management Team and Capital Campaign, capably overseeing the budget, arranging for
needed repairs and maintenance, working with groups who

rent the building, negotiating with contractors, and on and
on…and she still finds time to sing in the choir!
Maggie is our volunteer bookkeeper, and has spent countless
hours diligently reviewing our financial records, carefully noting the “how’s and what’s”, paying the bills, and making
sense of our financial status.
Louise has been editing the SEER for 5 years, making sure
the news we need about our community and church is available to all of us.
Many thanks to these remarkable women, who manage to
work, care for families, and to serve our church faithfully and
well.”
—Submitted by Kathy Johnson

FISH Donations—First Sunday of the Month
BE LIKE JESUS
Except make it non-perishable fishes and loaves. Whoever
has food is to share with those who have none.
Bring non-perishable food on the first Sunday of the month

for FISH, our local food pantry.
FISH always needs paper grocery bags. Monetary donations
are always welcome.
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Alpha to Omega Bible Study: The Whole Bible, One Week at a Time
Thursdays from 5:30-6:30 at FCCSR

lively drop-in discussion of readings for the week. Questions
are expected!
As Christians, we tend to regard the Hebrew Bible
Our drop-in Bible study will resume January 9.
and New Testament as sacred and fundamentally
(the readings are from weeks 11, 12, and 13 respectively.
important for our faith. These books are often
complex and difficult to understand, and at times we struggle —Andrew Conley-Holcom
with their relevance to daily life in the 21st century. Come
aholcom@ses.psr.edu.
join us Thursday evenings from 5:30-6:30 for snacks and a
Epistles

The Law

History

Psalms

Poetry

Prophecy

Gospels

Feb 6

1Cor 15-16

Ex 9-12

1Sam 26-31

Ps 45-47

Job 31-32

Jer 17-21

Mark 11-12

Feb 13
Feb 20
Feb 27

2Cor 1-3
2Cor 4-5
2Cor 6-8

Ex 13-16
Ex 17-20
Ex 21-24

2Sam 1-4
2Sam 5-9
2Sam 10-14

Ps 48-50
Ps 51-53
Ps 54-56

Job 33-34
Job 35-36
Job 37-38

Jer 22-26
Jer 27-31
Jer 32-36

Mark 13-14
Mark 15-16
Luke 1-2

Fire of Fellowship
Fire of Fellowship: 2nd and 4th Thursdays, 6:30-8:15

our life together. Lattes and marshmallows are
always provided!
This spate of dry and windless weather has caused a number FYI: we have moved to the back yard instead of
of "Spare the Air" days which have hampered our plans over the parking lot.
the past two months. However, the gatherings have been
wonderful opportunities for conversation and reflection on —Submitted by Andrew Conley-Holcom

Concert
Toe Tappers and Tear Jerkers: Songs from the Great Ameri- Sunday February 9th at 4pm
can Song Book
Sebastopol Community Church, 1000 Gravenstein Highway
In the 1920's, gin came in a bathtub. In the 1930's, Busby
North, Sebastopol
Berkeley cast a kaleidoscope of dancing beauties on the silver
A free will offering will be taken to support the Youth Misscreen to help people forget the breadlines outside. In the
sion Trip
1940's, crooners and torch singers kept those longing for
love, and those lamenting it, sighing into their cocktails. Sit
back now and enjoy those sweet songs from the 20's, toe
—Submitted by Lizann Bassham
tappers from the 30's and songs of the heart from the 40's
performed by vocalists Lizann Bassham, Kat Rosen, Sonya
Krautner, accompanied by pianist, Darryl Fenley, and instrumentalist, Ray Walker.

Sunday Flowers
There is a Flower Chart on the south wall of Friendship Hall
where you can sign up to provide the arrangement for a particular Sunday. When you sign up on the chart please fill out
one of the forms in the envelope near the chart and turn it in
to the church office. If you wish the flowers to be ordered,
the cost is $30. Please note “flowers” and the date you have
chosen on the memo line of your check. You may instead

choose to bring flowers from your garden or a
plant to share. Jan MacDonald is the “Flower
Coordinator” and will very much appreciate a
call or email well ahead of your chosen Sunday. Her phone
number is 579-6750 and email address is
janmac1@netzero.net.
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In Harmony - Our Church Music Ministry
It's still a new year and a great time to get involved in new
pursuits. Do you love to sing? Play an instrument? Our
church enjoys a wide variety of music and we would love to
have you offer a solo or ensemble performance, or join one
of our choirs. In the past we've had everything from flute
choirs to African drumming to bluegrass bands to pianovocal offerings. There are lots of ways to give back, and giving of your time and talent is a great way to do it. All musical
offerings are a blessing to our church!
Questions? Want to get involved? Contact Leann at
leannconleyholcom@gmail.com.
FAMILY CHOIR
Sunday February 2 at 9:30am
Sunday March 2 at 9:30am
Folks of all ages and musical backgrounds are welcome to

sing in Family Choir, especially children! Come to the sanctuary at 9:30am and learn a simple song that we'll offer in worship. No preparation or special attire needed!
Chancel Choir
We have openings in our Chancel Choir and always welcome
new singers! The chancel choir performs an anthem weekly
during services. Repertoire ranges from gospel music to contemporary arrangements to traditional anthems. Rehearsals are in the sanctuary
Thursdays 6:45- 8:15pm and Sundays 9:3010:10am. New and drop-in singers encouraged; an ongoing commitment is not required. Join us!

Felt Needed!
Thank you, everyone for all of your support
for our children’s Christian Education Program. We are doing great! If anyone has leftover felt pieces, larger than 8” x 12”, we

would appreciate any donations. Or if you have clean,
unused, solid color fabric placemats, we could use some
contributions. Please put donations into Charlotte Asher’s
box in the church office. We appreciate all of your prayers

How’s Our Attendance?
DATE

8:30

Dec. 1

10:30

Total

98

98

Dec. 8

9

90

99

Dec. 15

6

100

106

Dec. 22

5

135

140

Eve

5:30

168

70

70

Christmas
Dec. 29

No Count for Blank Boxes

Caring Hands
All knitters, crocheters, needle crafters, etc. are invited to
gather together on Monday mornings at 10:00 in the Fireside Room. This small group invites all to come and enjoy
the conversation as they knit prayer shawls and small hats

for children. The re-formed Caring Hands group has
joined forces with Project Linus (a national program that
knits/crochets blankets for children in crisis).

CD’s of Sermons
If you have missed a Sunday service or wish you could hear that special sermon/choir anthem again, you can. Jeff Wilson
is creating high quality CD’s which are available in the church office to borrow.
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Ruth's Good News!
January 5, 2014
We celebrated Epiphany with glimpses of God. Pastor David
said perhaps we will find ourselves on the journey. The two
Kings: Roger Allington and John Derby, and the Queen, Andrea Petersen (age 5), brought gifts as they followed the Star.
He quoted Walt Whitman: “When I Heard the Learned Astronomer” he was silent in reverence for the stars.
David noted that our journey will probably have obstacles “du
Jour.” Nelson Mandela said, “Keep one's head pointed toward
the sun, one's feet moving forward.” Deb Smith read the passage Matthew 2:1-12. Sandy Rosen and Gayle Madison provided healing oils for the communion service. Gayle’s backyard includes some olive trees that provided the olive oil,
blessed for “healing of body, soul and spirit,” during the service.
Christa Durand and Chris Alexander provided the special
music. Christa’s father is the contractor who put in our skylights over the chancel. She created a CD, “Abide with
Me” ($15) including lyrics of love’s presence. (http://
www.christadurand.weebly.com)
January 11, 2014
High on the hill near the southern end of Petaluma, some of
our members came to see Meredith Jackson take the next
step to ordination. On the only rainy day we had in January
(or December or November), we filled the first two rows of
the lovely Petaluma UCC. There were members from Samoan, Sebastopol, Petaluma, and the PSR seminary and her
work groups. Mary and Drew Jackson had to miss their
daughter’s meeting, because they were leading a Road Scholar
educational trip.
Meredith answered questions from the delegates, and later,
she was approved. She has started to work in St. Louis, for a
Disciples of Christ church in a challenging urban area.
January 12, 2014
Pastor David interpreted for our time Mark 1:9-12, read by
Winnie Hogoboom. Mark understood that only Jesus saw the
dove coming from Heaven. It was not visible to the crowd on
the riverbank. Mark knew that Jesus was the only one who
heard the voice of God. This is Mark’s Nativity scene: Jesus
came out of the river water knowing that he was God’s beloved. David said that we can know “we are the Beloved.”
Under daily life’s challenges and troubles, always there is
God’s love, a deep current of love and support. This moment
after baptism in the water, where Jesus gasped for air, was the

beginning for his ministry, his Genesis moment. After his
baptism, Jesus went to the wilderness.
The sermon was based on the latest book study, “The Light
Inside the Dark: Zen, Soul, and the Spiritual Life” by John
Tarrant, meeting alternate Tuesdays at 7pm.
Charlotte Asher talked to the six children about finding
words they could understand in the God talk.
Family choir today lacked its young singers. Perhaps it was
because of a football game 49ers over Panthers. Our anthem,
“Lift your Light” was strong because Gwen Birkedal joined
the singers.
January 18, 2013
“In the beginning…Beginnings matter,” David said. The Bible passage was John 2:1-11. Pastor David quoted Martin
Luther King, Jr. as he preached Jesus’ words to begin the end
of discrimination. “Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you…Protest courageously, with dignity and Christian
love…” King began the civil rights movement this way.
Jesus turned water into wine at a party, after his mother noticed that the host was running out of wine. He was hesitant
to use his new powers, but he was present to this opportunity. God’s powers through Jesus show abundant blessings in a
ministry of presence. We can use these abundant blessings to
make new beginnings as we live with others. When we act, we
begin with Jesus’ words.
The service was dedicated to ailing members, those in our
prayer list. And it was also dedicated to the need for rain.
Carrie MacFarlane read the scripture.
January 26, 2014
David Parks-Ramage interpreted Matthew 4:12-23, read by
John Derby. Jesus gave his friends the opportunity to a new
life. He began his recruiting work from Capernaum, a humble
sort of town, with fishermen and simple folk. “Down in the
Valley…valley so low.” The helpers he chose: Peter, Andrew,
James and John, were mending nets, simple workers. They
followed Jesus because they trusted and had a desire to please
him. David said when we experience the greatest things in
life, we may be uncertain, but we have desire and the passion.
The call is sent to each, to follow our passion, to desire to
serve life. We sang the Summons, “to follow and never be the
same,” a Scottish song from the Iona Community.
Nancy Turner sang “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” accompanied by Chris Alexander on the grand piano, and three flutists, Evelyn Smith, Dale Webb, Ruth Webber.
(Continued on page 7)

Good News Please: Send interesting items to let First Con- ber@comcast.net or 415-939-0696.
gregational UCC members feel closer to each other. ruthweb-
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Before the service, Jeanne Thomas was checking the sanctuary, because Linda Duckett couldn’t be there, and she noticed
the drooping dieffenbachia on the altar. She went outdoors
with scissors, and brought back rosy magnolia blossoms from
our tree.
Later, in Fellowship Hall, Moderator Kathy Johnson jubilantly led the budget informational meeting, saying that 2013 ended with the church solidly “in the black.” Bob Orr, treasurer;
Evelyn Smith, chair of finance; Jona Matevish, stewardship
chair; spoke about future plans. A wedding committee will be
recruiting new brides to choose our center aisle. The sabbatical summer for David will begin in June.
Rebecca Weaver is a wonderful secretary for the church.
Maggie Robinson is a great bookkeeper and is a volunteer.
Salary reductions for the staff have all been restored.
Musical events: Cabaret by Evelyn McFadden on 2/14/14 at
7:30pm; Opera with Larissa Lorenz & Christa Durand on
2/9/14 at 2pm. Pick-a-Party with Colleen Trouse is coming
to town. Gretchen Van Tassel may help with a rummage sale
here.
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Volunteers need to speak up about how they want to help.
For suggestions, see Kathy Johnson, or come to the Council
meetings any month.
January 27, 2014 Women’s Fellowship, created by Ruth
Hucklebridge, met at Mary’s Pizza for lunch. One member
remarked about the budget meeting the day before: “Those
girls know how to do it right. It was a snappy short meeting, and represented a lot of work.” As former officers of our church in the
1940’s or 50’s, they understand the process. Five “Get well”
cards were duly inscribed by each person. Then we reminisced about our chores while growing up. Wiping the dishes
dry after your mother washed them used to be a happy time
to talk. The day the refrigerator arrived was a headliner. Betty
Scherfee repeated the prayer by Berton that David quoted
recently.
Good News Please: Send interesting items to let First Congregational UCC members feel closer to each other. ruthwebber@comcast.net or 415-939-0696.

Making Connections
Women’s Fellowship

The Women’s Fellowship will meet as usual for lunch on the fourth Monday of February, the 24th, at Mary’s Pizza Shack
on Summerfield Rd. The topic for this month will be your favorite recipe– tell about a time you served it, and share your
secret (but only if you want to!) to making it amazing.

Men’s Fellowship
The Church Men’s Group meets at 8:30 a.m. near the church library in Friendship Hall on the first and third Saturday of
each month.

Caring Corner
For reasons of confidentiality, last names of people on the
prayer list are not listed. If you would like your last name or
the last name of an immediate family member to appear on
this list, please let Rebecca know. Otherwise, last names will
not be announced.

Brian Robinson, Brian McFadden, Dylan
Gifford, Meg Scherfee, Reva Kesling, Ruth Gibson, Robert
Jayne, Johanna, Lenny Kesling’s family, Cheri Dumuy, Al
Vuldivia, Bonnie Belisle, Jack Lawrence, Paul, Cathy, Camilla
Sommers, Elizabeth Schultz, Sam Walker, Linda Duckett,
We Pray For … Adrien Avis, Gwen Birkedal, D.Jayhne Ed- Cindy, Carson, Carly, Gracie, Christine Williams, Grace
wards, Rebecca Schroeder, Eunice Lamb, Howard Whitmore, Mueller.

February Birthdays
4-Mar Joan Walker

18-Feb Annie Fouty

2-Feb Mary Pack

1-Mar Nancy Turner

4-Feb Sarah Pack

1-Feb Ruth Hucklebridge

25-Feb Linda Duckett, Rose William

3-Feb Sam Walker

February Volunteers
Worship Assistants

Coffee Hosts

Feb 2

Deb Smith

Feb 9

Rebecca Allington

Love Fest Pot Luck

Feb 16

Winnie Hogoboom

Jona Matevish

Feb 23

TBD

Winnie Hogoboom

Sunday Flowers

Contact Jeanne Thomas if you are willing to sign up for hosting Coffee Hour after worship.
Coffee Hour News for February
Thank you to all who hosted our coffee hours for January:
January 8 - Maureen Tabor and Charlotte
January 12 - Dot and Earl Holtz
January 19 - Virginia and Dan Greenwald
January 26 - Lynn and John Derby

On January 19th we had a baked potato feed. We baked 55
potatoes and sold 55 potatoes (actually we could have used
more,) I'm guessing you liked the idea. They sure did smell
good baking away while we worshiped. It is your Coffee
Hour so we welcome your ideas and support. Jeanne Thomas 707-544-0751
—Submitted by Jeanne Thomas

You may sign up ahead of the month that you would like to
host (sure go ahead and pick your Sunday soon) - the sign-up
sheet is on the Church Life bulletin board in Friendship Hall.
There is only one date spoken for in March.

Do you have news for the SEER or Newsletter?
If you have any information for the SEER, Newsletter, the bulletin, or any other publication of the church, please send it to:
louise_penna@yahoo.com. The deadline for the SEER is typically the third Wednesday of every month.
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First Congregational United Church of Christ • 2000 Humboldt St.,
Santa Rosa, CA 95404 • 707-546-0998 • Fax 707-546-0990 •
email: secty@sonic.net
Sunday Services - 8:30 a.m. THE GATHERING - 9:15 a.m. Over Coffee 10:30 a.m. Worship Celebration- Children's Sunday School

Visit us at: fccsr.org
or
welcomingchurch.org
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