
Making Love Visible July 16, 2020

. �1

FCCSR • NEWS 
A temporary communication tool for the COVID 19 era/ethos/period/heartbeat moment 

ALICIA SAID POSTED 
THIS ON HER FACEBOOK 
PAGE CONCERNING THE 
“CHALK–IN” 

Saturday morning our 
church community spent 2 
hours honoring the memory 
of "Black Lives". Lives, 
taken prematurely and 
brutally by racism, 
xenophobia, transphobia, 
hate and ignorance. We 
turned our parking lot into 
several canvas pieces and 
our children and community 
members became the 
artists. We then wrote as 
many names as we could fit 
in each designated area. 
Each name written with 
care, thoughtful intention 
and somber silence. Some 
children worried about 
"getting names spelled 
correctly ". Others 
concerned about 
representation and ensuring 
the images and symbols 
were drawn to "perfection". 
We did not want mistakes, 
we wanted to get it right. As 
I wrote names, I thought

We Raised The Banner 
& Chalked the Names 
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about how my child's name 
would be pronounced, how 
it would sound through the 
voice of a friend, a teacher, 
an aunt, a grandmother, a 
father, a mother. There is so 
much that goes into 
choosing a name for a 
child. Names are important, 
not only to a parent but to 
each individual and the 
community they are 
connected to. I wish I could 
have written more names, I 
wish I didn't have to write 
so many but we did. We 
wrote and honored each 
name with pride, anger, 
sadness, helplessness, 
hope and love. To all the 
casualties of this racist, 
hateful war, rest in peace 
knowing you will not be 
forgotten. Thank you 
everyone for your 
leadership & vision and to 
our beautiful "First 
Congregational Church of 
Christ" for recognizing the 
need of our community to 
actively engage in peaceful 
artistic protest!


From Page 1…Continued Our building may be closed 
but our church is open !

This church is definitely open. From those 20 folks 
who came to the parking lot of our building in order 
to memorialize and honor Black lives to all those 
who have called on members to ask how they are 
doing, you all are open for business. How 
remarkable that a time such as this can produce so 
much energy, community feeling and productive 
activity? 


HERE ARE SOME OF THE MANY THINGS 
HAPPENING:


The choir is meeting on Zoom. They are  talking 
music, listening to music, and reading music. Bill 
and Chris are keeping them in tune and perhaps a 
virtual choir piece will emerge in the next weeks.  


The Worship Team has been planning worship for 
the last two weeks in July when Anne is on vacation. 


Outreach is working on lots of issues local and 
statewide. So much need, and so many eyes have 
been opened that it feels like Justice is an 
everflowing stream. 


Your finance team is sending thank yous and 
statements to all those who have pledged and 
donated these months. 


The sanctuary continues to be improved as new 
window coverings are put in place. 


A re-gathering committee has been combing 
documents about COVID and building use and state 
and local regulations to imagine what it is you might 
do when the day comes - when that future breath 
exhales and you are all together again in one place. 
(see report on page 4)
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Council meets monthly,  and once a week people gather to ask questions - all on 
Zoom. 


The Bible Study group continues its way through the Gospel of Luke, and the Book 
Group reads Pema Chodron’s book “When Things Fall Apart.” 


The heart pictured is part of a display coming to the church grounds. Designed to 
honor Black Lives Matter and called “Pray Their Names,” it will be dedicated in 
Sonoma and moved in the middle of August to The First Congregational Santa Rosa. 

After us, it travels to First Congregational 
Church Berkeley. The intention is that it 
will move around the Conference. The 
installation will include a barcode which, 
if you hold your smart phone to it, will 
take you to a website of photos and 
biographies of those named. 


We worship on Sundays on Zoom. 

“In the midst of winter, I found there was, within me, an invincible summer.” 

Albert Camus
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August 9th, 4pm (PST)

Go to NCNCUCC.org, add your email to receive a link that lets
you join us!

Cant attend? Consider donating to the 75th anniversary fund to
give campers schlorships, keeps up the facilities, and more! 

For All Who 
Love Camp Caz  

Mark Brumbaugh, Marcia Murray, 
Hannah Wallstrum and Judy Adams 
were appointed by our Moderator, 
Virginia Greenwald to learn what we 
need to know to re-open the 
building. This is their first report to 
Council.


“We are a group of 4 members who 
have been studying the issues to 
consider when we reopen the 
church to worship and other 
activities. We have learned about 
public health and safety concerns, 
government guidelines and how 
other churches are approaching 
this issue. 


Information on COVID is changing 
daily as more discoveries are 
made.  Much of what we now know 
may become outdated by the time 
we can seriously consider moving 
forward with reopening.

We're monitoring the COVID 
situation and information as it 
unfolds. For now, we're taking a 
carefully considered approach: the 
Task Force recommends continuing 
online worship and meetings for all 
our gatherings.  As we learn more, 
we will provide updates to Council 
and members on plans for a safe 
return to the church building.”


“Safe Return” 
Committee reports 
to Council 

WORSHIP ON ZOOM  

July 19 - one service 10 AM 

Sandy Hulse preaching 

July 26 - two services  

10 AM and 11:30 AM  
Paul Chaffee preaching 

YOU WILL GET USUAL 
REMINDER _ DIFFERENT 
EMAIL • Evelyn Smith will 
host
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INSPIRED   by Mary Pack
After Pastor Anne led our Zoom Church Group through a service with a focus on 
Fannie Lou Hamer’s life, a quote from the video kept repeating in my head throughout 
the day. “Fannie Lou did things that helped people in practical ways…” I said to myself, 
“I want to do more of that.”

As I was reading through my new textbook to prepare for my third grade language 
lessons this fall, I felt some uneasy feelings about some of the stories. One story is 
about Elijah McCoy, a Black man who went to college in Scotland and returned to the 
US with a mechanical engineering degree. Because he was Black, he was only offered 
a very low level job. In the story it stated how he felt “letdown”. That word stirred some 
fire in me. Letdown is an understatement! He had a mechanical engineering degree, 
had the knowledge and education to design and build things, and was offered a job 
that needed no education, I started to write down questions that I would want to ask 
my students. This was a clear example of white privilege. A white man with the same 
education got the job as a mechanical engineer. That white man made more money 
and built family wealth that could be passed down to his family through the years. 
Elijah, and others in our US Black community, lost out on this opportunity due to US 
unfair discrimination laws. 

I was also disturbed by an article talking about Native Americans in the past tense. 
“The Black Hills were important to the Native Americans.” I know that these hills are 
still very sacred to the Lakota.

I felt pushed to do something. I emailed the publisher and was invited by the Design 
Team of McGraw Hill Wonders to Zoom with them. They listened and said that they 
liked my ideas. I am hoping and praying that something comes of this. I want to lead 
my students through the truth. I yearn to teach them to think, feel empathy and hear 
others’ perspective. It’s so simple, and yet seems so difficult, to Love One Another.

Judy Adams organized, on our 
behalf, the buying of gifts for the 
children in our congregation. 
Clay, the artist, got colored 
pencils and promptly drew 
himself a smart phone. 
Charlotte, the reader, got a book 
which she loved and is loaning it 
to friends. She also sent us this 
charming thank you card!


