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Alternative Christmas is back!
Heifer
Are you wondering what to get as a gift for
that person who has everything? Through
Heifer International, you can donate to a
needy family in someone’s honor. The gift
can be flock of chicks, a water buffalo, or

something in between.
This year our Heifer Alternative Christmas is virtual – and we have our very own
portal. Go to:
https://fundraise.heifer.org/campaign/living-gift-market-first-congregationalunited-church-of-christ/c308952
At the top left you will see our church logo (way too tiny, but that’s all they
could do.) You can choose whether to donate directly to Heifer or choose an
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animal for your gift. In the donation process, you can provide the name of the

• Alternative Xmas

person you want to honor and decide whether you want Heifer to notify them

• Secret Santa

by email. After you make the donation, you will also have the option to have an

• Family Faith Activity

honor card sent to the recipient. You will receive an email that you donated to

• Dec. Birthdays!

Heifer International and our church will get credit for the donation. You can use
this confirmation for tax deductions.

Secret Santa
The Center for Volunteer & Nonprofit Leadership’s
(CVNL) Secret Santa Program has helped neighbors
in need for 30 years. Together with partners KZST
and Friedman's Home Improvement, holiday
wishes are fulfilled for nearly 40,000 people in
Sonoma County each year. New for 2020: Secret

Santa will be shifting entirely to an online platform.
CVNL encourages everyone in the community to
participate this year by adopting hearts or Santa letters online.
Each year, families reach out with Secret Santa wishes. Not only are these wishes
for items for holiday gifts and dinner, but also for life-changing items like home
repairs, healthcare needs, and much more. This year’s structure will be the same,
except that physical red hearts will not be distributed by local businesses. Those
looking to adopt a heart can do so easily by visiting

https://secretsantanow.org, along with dedicated volunteers, will coordinate a
“no-contact” process for receiving and dispersing gift cards this year. Community
members also have the option of making monetary or gift card donations online.
HOW TO PARTICIPATE:
1. Visit www.secretsantanow.org to adopt a heart or letter that speaks to you.
2. Once you have selected the perfect heart or letter, you will receive instructions
for touchless donations.

3. As always, you can make a monetary donation to help us fulfill hearts and
letters.
To volunteer or donate, visit www.secretsantanow.org

December Family Faith Activity - Advent
During December as we prepare for the birth of
Jesus there are many ways families can bring the
Christmas story alive!
One idea is having an evening “Family Advent Time”
for 5-30 minutes. This can become a cherished ritual
as your family quietly shifts focus from a busy
day. To make the time more special you might light a
candle as you do a family activity each night. Ideas
include sharing a Christmas story, poem or drawing,
wrapping gifts, selecting canned goods to take to
the food bank, baking for others etc.
Each evening brings a new opportunity. End with a short prayer.
Also, here’s a link to our website page with a manger activity that can
be particularly fun for small children. https://fccsr.org/deepening-our-faith/

Have you downloaded the Givelify app to your phone and/or
computer yet?
It’s an easy way to put a little something in the offering plate that isn’t being
passed at church these Sundays. That ingathering is surely needed not only for
the ongoing work of the congregation, but to celebrate generosity of the spirit!

Each week as we gather around our computers, iPads and phones, I am grateful
for the opportunity to worship together. I have my phone near my candle and
communion plate. When it comes time for sharing what we are grateful for, I
can “tap the app” and support our church. It’s really that easy once you’ve
signed up. Whether it’s $1, $5 or $10, it’s all welcome and to me it completes
worship. www.Givelify.com Want to give it a try?
Virginia Greenwald, Moderator
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November Report from Safe Regathering Committee
The County of Sonoma continues to be in the most restrictive purple tier. As of
November 15, there were 15.2 new cases per 100,000 and a positivity rate of
4.3%. (https://covid19.ca.gov/safer-economy/#county-status)
We recommend that no changes be made at this time regarding reopening the
sanctuary
to use. We will continue to monitor the State and County guidelines for
churches; at the present time only outdoor worship with modifications are
allowed.
Submitted by members of the Safe Regathering Committee on November 16,
2020.
Judy Adams
Mark Brumbaugh
Hannah Wallstrum

December Birthdays
12/20 Doris Thompson

12/24 Ruth Tucker Bogart
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