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Notes from The Pastor  

THE SEER 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Welcome to the season of Lent. As you probably know, Lent is a season 
of forty days, purple cloth, and wandering through the wilderness. Never 
before has it been so clear why we practice this season every year. This 
year, a literal year+ of pandemic, has been like an extended Lenten sea-
son. We have been wandering together through a wilderness. The wilder-
ness is by definition disorienting and without a clear path of what to ex-
pect or how to get out. Sound familiar? Every year the church invites us 
into spiritual practices that can help when we find ourselves in a personal 
season of Lenten wilderness.  

This year is no exception! You are invited to make special time in your life 
to practice your faith and to invite God to teach you something about 
wandering in the wilderness. Our Lenten theme is “Again and Again” 
which reminds us that we’ve been in the wilderness before and we know 
that God will show up with us again. And, there is work to be done by 
each of us if we are to really connect with the mystery that we call God. 
We need to be intentional about listening for and seeking out God. God is 
there. God is here. Spiritual practices help us take time to pay attention. 
Lent is a season when we invite ourselves to pay extra attention and to 
practice extra hard.  

The worship team is gifting you this care package as a way of bridging the 
digital gap. We want to encourage you to truly spend time with God this 
Lenten season. And so, we created a gift bag filled with a wealth of tools 
and a schedule of events to inspire your Lenten practice.   
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We hope you will choose one or more activities and make it an intentional part of 
your spiritual practice. The gift bags were distributed this past week to people’s 
doorsteps. If you did not receive a gift bag, please let us know (email or call the 
church office) – we had some misses and it is possible our database does not 
have your current address!   

I hope and pray that once again you will feel encouraged to bring your prayers, 
your dreams, your hopes and fears – your whole self – to God throughout this 
Lenten season. I hope and pray that our cultural-pandemic-wilderness will be 
drawing to a close sooner rather than later. And I know that there will be bless-
ings to be found only by moving through this wilderness with God’s help.  I give 
thanks that you are part of our spiritual community and look forward to practic-
ing our faith alongside you this Lenten season. 

 

Blessings, 

Pastor Diana  

Notice 

Please join us on Zoom after worship on Sunday, February 28th for our Con-

gregational Fiscal meeting.  As you will recall, this is when we vote on the 

budget for 2021. The budget will be emailed this week and will be snail 

mailed to anyone without email. A letter from our Treasurer Mark Adams 

will accompany the budget with some  important details.  Thank you for 

your partnership and support in so many ways that keeps our church open 

while the building is closed.   

Virginia Greenwald 

Moderator  



Lenten Devotional Book 

Hopefully by now you have been able to explore your Lenten Bag! Within these pages are 
scripture, poems, reflections, artwork, and invitations. Each page offering direction for how 
you might spend time listening with God.  

By now we have experienced Ash Wednesday, some of us have experienced Tuesday Morn-
ing contemplative prayers, and Thursday morning Book/bible study. We look forward to 
continuing this practice during our Lenten season! 

If you did not receive a package, please contact the office. If you would like access to a pdf 
version so you can browse on a screen, or print another copy, email or call the office for as-
sistance. 
 

 

Lent Calendar of Events 

Morning Contemplative Prayer 

Tuesdays at 9am on Zoom 

Spend some time with silence, chanting, and prayer each Tuesday morning.  

Led by Pastor Diana Bell-Kerr 

Zoom Meeting ID: 361 545 6580 

Passcode: 312471 

 

Entering the Passion of Jesus - Book/Bible Study 

Thursdays at 10:30am 

Led by the Rev. Rebecca Schroeder 

We are discussing the book “Entering the Passion of Jesus” by A.J. Levine. Read and join in! 

Meeting ID: 851 8394 4976  

Passcode: prayer 

phone dial-in passcode: 328770 

 



Children’s Worship Bulletins 

We are providing children's worship bulletins (from Illustrated Ministry) for each 
Sunday/week of Lent. Two copies were (hopefully) delivered via each family's Len-
ten Care Package. If you need another copy, or are just a kid at heart, contact the 
office for a pdf. 

Cleaned-up sanctuary  

Facebook Devotional Discussion Group 

Moderated by Gina Williams 
Want to talk about the season and the devotional book?  Join the discussion on 
FaceBook. Message Gina to join.  

Zoom Devotional Discussion Group  

Wednesdays at 6:30pm 

On Zoom (beginning 2/24) 

Meeting ID: 851 8394 4976 
Passcode: prayer 
Phone dial-in passcode: 328770 

 

 



Facilities Update 
 
The F&M (Facilities and Maintenance) Team has continued to check and repair the church fa-
cilities during the pandemic closure. 
 
Recently, a small group, in view of Pandemic Protocols, gathered in the sanctuary to conduct 
a general clean-up after a break-in. The Sanctuary was not damaged. The group removed 
trash and completed a complete dusting, floor cleaning and repositioning of furniture. Group 
members included Kathy Johnson, Zoraya Said, Mark Brumbaugh, Riadh Said and Bill Gibson. 
(See pictures of sanctuary and workers). 
 
F&M team Members Jeff Wilson, Jim Duckett, Dan Greenwald, Mark Brumbaugh, 
and Riadh Said have been conducting security checks, door and lock repairs and yard mainte-
nance. The team is also working on the sanctuary heating units and office communication 
equipment. 
 
Riadh Said 
Team Chair 

Kathy Johnson and cleaning tools  Riadh Said, F&M Chair   



Outreach 

We have some updates on mission giving for 2020. First the Christmas offering: 

we received $760 for this special offering this past season! This is well beyond the 

total of $549 raised in 2019. Thank you, thank you for your generosity!! Half will 

go to the Christmas Fund for retired pastors and half to Undocufund. 

Our Heifer portal raised $201.90. This compares to $240 in 2019. Since we did not 

have a display in Friendship Hall to encourage giving as we have been able to do 

in the past, we think this is good news indeed. 

General mission giving for the year came to $5,716. 20% of this went to Catholic 

Charities for Caritas Village, and 80% to Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM). 

Kudos from your Outreach Team!  

Star Words 2021 

As part of our Epiphany celebration Diana invited everyone to pick up an Epipha-
ny “star word” to ponder and pray with over the coming year. Each word is 
unique and is offered to you as a gift to help you grow in your relationship with 
God. You are invited to pray with your star word, wrestle with the meaning(s) 
and definition(s) and application(s) it might have for you this year.  

If you did not receive a star word in worship, but would like to join in this prac-
tice, please let Pastor Diana know and she will prayerfully draw one on your be-
half and send it to you.  



The Psychodynamics of Giving, or What Happened to My Gift? 

Written by Paul Chaffee 

In a culture obsessed with winners and losers, the idea of a ‘gift’ usually means the giver is 

somehow diminished, the winner enriched. The English word gift comes from the West Saxon 

Old English giefan, meaning to give, bestow, deliver to another, or to commit, devote, and 

entrust. This ancient word suggests some reciprocity, a relationship involving giver and 

receiver, often to everyone’s benefit.  

But in a world dominated by sports titles, election results, stock market wins, and academic 

competition, along with the struggle of 100s of millions who haven’t won, who are ‘losers,’ its 

easy to conclude that you’re a winner when you receive and a loser when you give, casting a 

terrible shadow on the art of giving.  

Jonathan Granoff, a renowned student of global security and nuclear weapons, talks about the 

flawed historic principle underlying most security policies and practices: The idea has been not 

just to win, but to win so powerfully that your losing opponents will never be tempted to come 

after you again. Granoff points out that this approach has dismally failed humankind for 

centuries. With nuclear weapons in play, though, we threaten all of us, not just the ‘losers.’  

Our only long-term future is to redefine what authentic security is.  The only real security, 

Granoff suggests, is security for everyone, the precious scenario that gives us hope for the 

future.  

Likewise, the best kind of giving benefits us all. If I give the church or a neighbor in need or the 

local arts nonprofit $100, one option is to feel diminished became I have less in my bank 

account. Alternatively, I can feel enriched because I’ve become part of the goodness the 

recipient brings into the world. Individually and corporately we become enriched and more 

closely related when giving is a symbol of our sharing. 

Discerning the mutual benefits and value that givers and receivers can share often means 

being surprised by joy. Such joyful giving is not what I ought to do but what I get to do. And as 

Jesus pointed out, the pennies given by the poor widow is more appreciated by God than the 

ostentatious gift of someone rich. Being surprised by joy makes winners of us all.  

 

 

 



70th Anniversary 

It’s not every day that we get to celebrate a beautiful union in which God saw fit 

to put together. On January 28th, 2021, Doris and Ed Thompson celebrated their 

70th wedding anniversary.  Please join us in congratulating them in their love and 

God’s provision in their life! To mark the event, their neighbors decorated their 

porch, ordered a restaurant dinner for them, and sang to them.  

March Birthdays  

1st Nancy Turner  

4th Charlotte Taber  

11th Paul Chaffee 

18th Christine Thompson 

21st Linda Balfour 

23rd Mark Adams   

25th Jim Duckett  

25th Bob Graham 

27th Margaret Rouse 
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