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Pastor’s Message 

This quote opens the chapter on “Find Your Troupe” from our 
summer preaching/worship book, God, Improv, and the Art of Liv-
ing, by MaryAnn McKibben Dana. I am reminded that our lives are 
made, really, by the scrapes and bruises and collisions we endure. 
I’m speaking literally and metaphorically of course. (I’m not wish-
ing large scars on anyone’s knees!) And, I think we are all shaped 
by the dark valleys and craggy rocks and slippery gravel paths that 
give contour and shape to our lives.  
 
This week I am caught by the idea that heroes bleed and bruise 
and might be more able to give to other than to untangle them-
selves. Part of my fascination is undoubtedly because I’ve been 
scraped up this past week after a fall while walking our puppy on 
the creek trail.  
 
The doctor I met at urgent care shared that he had served in com-
bat zones as a military doctor attached to special forces. He indi-
rectly let me know that he’d seen much, much worse and yet he 
did not minimize my experience. I am deeply troubled our nation’s 
military industrial complex, and yet, in that exam room, I was 
grateful for this person’s entire body of knowledge. I realized I was  
(Continued on page 2) 
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Heroes didn’t leap tall buildings or stop bullets with an outstretched 
hand; they didn’t wear boots and capes. They bled, and they 
bruised, and their superpowers were as simple as listening, or lov-
ing. Heroes were ordinary people who knew that even if their own 
lives were impossibly knotted, they could untangle someone else’s. 
And maybe that one act could lead someone to rescue you right 
back. —Jodi Picoult, Second Glance 
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(Pastor’s Message continued from page 1) 

 
not only in expert medical hands but also with a kind and attentive person. That awareness put 
me at ease and allowed for healing to begin.  
 
I do not think there are limits to who can be a hero for others. I trust that we are all capable of 
making a difference in someone else’s life. Heroes are few and far between when we only 
think of people in masks and capes or people memorialized in bronze statues. God surely 
works through all of our personal scrapes and bruises that we might empathize with the pain 
of others.  
 
May God work through all of our scrapes and bruises! 
 
Diana 
 
Rev. Diana will be on vacation from July 28 through August 11.  If you have a pastoral crisis, please reach out to 
Council. 

Council Highlights June 27, 2021 
 Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk 

 
• Acted to hire new office assistant Paddy Coreris as of May, 2021, working 12 hours a week 

on Tuesdays & Thursdays. Paddy is lifelong church person, with a background in administra-
tion. We are fortunate to have her! 

 
• Moved to approve application process for the Employee Retention Credit (ERC), similar to 

the Paycheck Protection Program loan—now forgiven—we received last year. Since we lost 
business through our rentals, we are eligible to replace some of it with the ERC. 

 
• Discussed the process for returning to the building, both for renters and the congregation. 

One goal is to ensure everyone can participate in worship, whether by returning to the 
building or staying home. We need to develop the technology, purchase needed equipment, 
and train people to use it. 

 
• Discussed this year’s Stewardship campaign; the theme is Making God’s Love Visible. Prepa-

rations are in process for the October campaign. 
 
• The Outreach Team reported on its float for the Pride Parade on June 5.  
 
• The Outreach Team voted to make an early donation of a portion of the mission money to 

Caritas Village. There will be a plaque that states: "No matter who you are, you're welcome 
here," with our name.  



 

3 

Regathering Picnic 
Sunday August 15, 2021  
11:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 
  
The hibernation is over! 
 
First Congregational will gather 11:30 a.m.-2:00 
p.m., Sunday, August 15, 2021, in the Maggie Rob-
inson and Ethan Petersen backyard at 561 Silva, 
two blocks from the church. This will be our first  
in-person get together in over a year. 
 

Pastor Diana will lead us in a Worship Moment followed by a meal centered around chicken from 
Oliver’s and a “Reckless” Potluck (bring whatever sides and desserts you like). Fresh lemonade and a 
bit of wine will be on hand, BYOB other beverages (non-alcoholic, beer or wine). Suggested donation 
of $5/person is appreciated to help defer costs with the main course/drinks. 
 
The great majority of us are vaccinated, but not all, and we want to make sure we are taking great 
care for one another. We are asking that everyone who attends to wear a mask unless you are 
eating and drinking. We are also going to serve the food so that fewer hands are touching each dish. 
 
Since parking at the potluck site is limited, please park at the church and walk, get a ride or have 
their potluck items carried, as needed. 
 

• We need volunteers for the following:  Delivery Saturday afternoon of tables, chairs, and um-
brellas to potluck site and return of tables and chairs to church Sunday after potluck. 

• Drivers – to pick up our beloved who are not able to drive 
• Sunday morning helpers at church parking lot (help with bringing stuff and pointing people in 

the right direction) 
• Potluck Greeters 
• Helpers to set-up and serve food 
• Clean-up crew 

 
Please RSVP by August 10th 2021 and let us know whether or not you will be able to attend. We are 
asking for a response from everyone so we know that you are receiving our church communications. 
Please contact the church and leave a message (707-546-0998) or email the office 
(firstucc.admin@sonic.net.  Include in your RSVP the number attending, potluck items and where 
you would like to volunteer. 
  
Looking forward to your RSVP by August 10, 2021. 
 
Blessings as we reconnect! 

 

mailto:firstucc.admin@sonic.net
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Worship Schedule for August 
 
August 1 Zoom 
August 8 Zoom 
August 15 Zoom @ 10:30 a.m. (a brief contemplative service) 
  Regathering Picnic (a brief worship will kick-off the picnic) 
August 22 Worship IN PERSON, in the Sanctuary (masks required) 
August 29 Worship IN PERSON, in the Sanctuary (masks required) 

Outreach News 

• School Supplies Drive 

With very little notice, Judy Cramer organized a drive to col-

lect schools supplies for The Living Room. With the help of 

Kathy Johnson, we collected three backpacks, some pens, 

pencils, pencil boxes, erasers, pencil sharpeners, and paper 

supplies. Members also donated $50 toward the purchase of 

supplies. Kathy delivered supplies to the First United Meth-

odist Church, and Judy joined the backpack filling party at a 

home in Larkfield. 

 

If you missed this opportunity to support our school kids, you may still contribute school sup-

plies. Let Judy Cramer know at 707-892-1315 or judithcramer@rocketmail.com. 

 

• Redwood Empire Food Bank 

 We held our second monthly volunteer day at REFB, and again had a wonderful time, with 
lots of laughter and a sense of accomplishment. We plan to do this again in August, but have 
not yet set a date. We would love to have as many folks as possible join us. If you’re interest-
ed in this fun outreach activity, please contact Ruth (rtbogart@gmail.com) or Kathy 
(fkathj@sonic.net) to let us know dates and times you are available. 

 

mailto:rtbogart@gmail.com
mailto:fkathj@sonic.net
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A Star Called Zoom 

 
The following story comes from First Congregational Santa Rosa’s story 
team. Our goal is to publish stories that help us get to know each other 
better and to live into our church’s mission, which is to make God’s love 
visible. 
 
 
It’s hard to believe that we hired our settled pastor without even meeting her face-to-face. It’s 
even harder to believe that she accepted without meeting any of us face-to-face or setting foot 
in our sanctuary. Such a scenario was nothing I ever imagined in my 55+ years in our church. 
However, in 2020, COVID-19 swooped in trailing sickness, fear, separation and isolation in its 
wake. The world as we knew it turned upside down and masks, hand sanitizer, and social dis-
tancing became the new norm. Unexpectedly, the pandemic has brought us gifts within the cha-
os. The Reverend Diana Bell-Kerr is one such gift. Not only did she accept the job we offered, but 
she arrived in the midst of Advent, with all the traditions and expectations inherent in the sea-
son. 
 
Prior to Diana, did any of us define zoom in a way other than, “to move rapidly with a loud hum 
or a buzz?” I had no other relationship to that word until it became the window I ran to see oth-
er people, attend church meetings, experience Sunday worship, “meet” for weekly choir prac-
tice. Luckily for us, Diana arrived with a working knowledge of Zoom – the program – and the 
ability to connect with us in a personable way that belies her having had no opportunities to 
hold our hands, walk with us, or share a meal with us. Yet we are able to reconnect and continue 
connections via the Zoom window. 
 
One of the most meaningful ways Diana has reached out happened, for me, during Epiphany.  
Through snail mail, each member received what Diana called Star Cards. Each star-imprinted 
card had a word on it, and we were encouraged to put the card somewhere visible to us daily. 
Throughout the year we have been asked to notice if our word changes in some way, accretes 
new meanings, speaks to some growth of spirit. In other words, with the image in our minds of 
the Magi following a star to Bethlehem, we have been asked to notice, look up, look ahead. 
Quite an ask during a pandemic. 
 
My husband and I each received our Star Cards; his said “Build” and mine said “Time.”  Because 
Rod doesn’t attend church, I quickly appropriated both words for myself! Short words, large con-
structs. So far, the words point me toward the woman who has come to us in a difficult time 
and, mainly via Zoom, is helping us build relationships: with her, with each other, with our faith. 
Each of us already contains some star matter and, with Diana, I feel like we are zooming forward 
to rediscover that Light that shines within each of us. 
 
Hannah Wallstrum 
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Financial Secretary Report 
Kathy Johnson 

 
You should have received your giving reports for the first half 
of 2021 by mid-July. If you didn’t, or if you have any ques-
tions, please contact me at fkathj@sonic.net or by phone or 
text at 707-292-8684.  
 
In addition to contributions to our church, we have several 
special and charitable funds which many members choose to 
support. We regularly receive memorial gifts in honor of a 
member who has passed. So far this year, we have received 
$220 in Memorial gifts.  
 
Our general Missions donations support our conference, UCC 
national and worldwide Missions, and one or more local or-
ganizations each year selected by the Outreach team. We 
also have designated funds for each of UCC’s 5-for-5 cam-
paigns, FISH, Redwood Empire Food Bank, and periodically 
for a special purpose such as disaster relief. If you wish to 
donate to a special cause and aren’t sure how, your Financial 
Secretary will be happy to help.  
 
Thank you for your generous support of our church and wid-
er community! 

Mission donations 

through June 

include: 

Missions         $5,767 

FISH $   450 

One Great Hour of Sharing     

 $   370 

Strengthen the Church   

 $   240 

August Birthdays 

 

8/2 Paddy Coreris 

8/9     Roger Allington  

8/10   Jan Chaffee  

8/25   Judy Gibson 

8/28    Sue Hines  

8/29     Linda Haering  

Prayer Request 

 

Please pray for Erin, Rob, and Tripp Karl of Raleigh, North 

Carolina, friends of Mark and Marcia Brumbaugh.  Their 

beloved 15 year old daughter and sister, Madeleine, sud-

denly died of a rare brain disorder on July 28, 2021.  Her 

family is heart-broken and deeply shocked.  They need all 

the comfort our prayers can bring. 

mailto:fkathj@sonic.net


Green Minute:  Drought 

 
We have all become increasingly aware of the need to be watchful of our water use. Part of 
that awareness is due to regulatory and financial pressures, and part of it is that we are called 
as Christians to be stewards of this precious planet. What steps are you taking to save water? If 
you have any that you have incorporated into your daily lives, let Kathy Johnson know and 
we’ll share your suggestions! We can all learn from each other’s experience as well as our own, 
and we can each do something to protect the Earth for upcoming generations.   
 
Here are a few tips: 
• If you wash dishes by hand, use a dishpan and minimal water for rinsing. 

• Use a broom to clean sidewalks and other hard outdoor surfaces, rather than a hose. 
• Review your water statements monthly. If you notice an increase, check for leaks. 
 
Check out websites for more. One is https://www.savingwaterpartnership.org/ where you can 
also find a link to a local Saving Water Challenge. Especially engaging for those who like a little 
friendly competition! 
 
For a little inspiration, here’s a middle school project that won first prize in a recent contest in 
Petaluma. Worth a watch and considering that whatever we do affects the world we leave for 
the kids.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DItnrBCC4lA 
 
There’s more, of course, to being good stewards of the planet. Climate change is widely consid-
ered to be having an impact all over the world. One place to start a review of our own actions 
is a simple calculation of our own carbon footprint.  
https://www.carbonfootprint.com/calculator.aspx 

Send your ideas to Kathy Johnson at fkathj@sonic.net.  
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Birthday celebration for Jack Farmer. 
Church and community friends  

gathered to serenade and  
talk with him in his front yard. 
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