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Advent is perhaps my favorite season of the year. This year is no
exception! It is a joy to be worshipping back in the sanctuary!
Our theme, “Coming Home,” is quite fitting as we re-occupy the
church building. And yet, “home” can be a complicated concept
with deep emotional resonance. We will explore a variety of metaphors for home including the concept that we build sanctuaries
for ourselves and others. I wonder how you will build a space for
inviting God into your busy life/calendar this holiday season?
There is no lack of opportunity! If you notice we’re missing something, then I invite you to make yourself at home and get something new started.
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Music both old and new will lead us during this season. There is a
specially curated playlist on Spotify of Advent and Christmas music. (If you’re not familiar with listening to music digitally online,
I’d bet I can find someone to help you – let me or the church
office know!) You can not only listen to a wide variety of music
that goes with our theme, you can also add to it – see page 4 for
how to plug in. You’ll hear music from this playlist each Sunday
as preludes. Our musicians have been working hard to learn new
music to brighten our worship. And, let us not forget to invite
everyone to worship on Dec. 19th for the cantata!
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For those that want to take their advent adventure to a deeper
level, we once again offer a daily devotional. Mixed within each
week are poems, imagines, prayers, and reflections that touch on
the scripture and theme. I will offer a small group experience via
zoom to read through a devotional on Tuesday evenings – also
happy to offer such a group at other times if you’ll inquire. No
prep needed. Pick up a printed copy of the devotional (black and
white) on Sunday or download the pdf and use/print at home.
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Sunday worship at 10am will have extra music, lighting the advent wreath, and visual feasts.
Art will be popping up all season. Since the church is a home for everyone, you are invited to
help trim the tree. Bring an ornament or two from home to help us decorate the tree on Sunday, December 5th. (Label before you come, or when you arrive so that you get it back after
Christmas). Fingers crossed for good or good-enough weather for our first coffee hour outside
on December 12th. Pick up some of Gretchen’s jewelry for gifts (12/5 and 12/12) and decorate
some cookies to share (12/5). Prefer to sing a few carols? Caroling will be led by choir members through the neighborhood on Saturday morning @10am (12/11). There is also an Angel
Tree in the narthex so that you can offer gifts and make someone else’s Christmas a little
brighter.
What is Advent/Christmas without a few extra worship opportunities? For those that want a
bit of a down-tempo Christmas service, we will hold a Blue Christmas service with our neighbors at Christ Church United Methodist (and on zoom) on 12/19 @ 6pm. We will host a traditional worship service complete with candles on Christmas Eve (12/24) @ 6pm. And, we will
have a carol-sing in the place of a homily on the Sunday after Christmas (12/26). So, come and
make a joyful noise!
A truly remarkable gift has been given to us this fall season. That is the gift of equipment and
installation of cameras and equipment to be able to stream our worship services into your
home(s) from the sanctuary! This brand-new ministry seems to be quite successful already for
those that are not able to join us in person for a whole host of reasons. We give thanks! Links
to our streaming on YouTube are sent out ahead of each service via email. If you are not on
that list, please call or email the church office.
I look forward to sharing this season with you – being at home with you in our church.
Yours in Christ,
Diana

About the Advent theme: Close to Home

When something hits close to home, it affects us deeply. During the Advent and Christmas season, we journey through scriptures and rituals that are tender, heavy with emotion, and vulnerable. We carry the memories and truths of this season close to our hearts. Close to Home
acknowledges the “already but not yet” tension of our faith: Emmanuel is with us, and yet,
God’s promised day — our everlasting home — is not fully realized. It names our deep longing
for God to come close to us.
(continued on page 3)
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The Advent and Christmas scriptures are rich with home metaphors and imagery. John the Baptist
prophesies about the One who is to come, but reminds us that we are still wandering far from
God’s promised day; his message hits close to home, especially for those experiencing inequity and
oppression. After receiving the angel’s news, Mary retreats to Elizabeth’s home, seeking refuge and
safety. Christ is born in the midst of a journey home, in a crowded dwelling amidst livestock and
shepherds alike. The Magi travel far from home to pay homage to Christ, and, having been warned
in a dream, they avoid Herod by traveling home another way. In these scriptures, home is both
physical and metaphorical, something we seek and something we are called to build. Ultimately,
God is our home and resting place. God draws near and makes a home on earth — sacred ground is
all around us.
© A Sanctified Art

Advent Dates to Calendar
Dec. 5 & 12 Jewelry & Art by Gretchen — Gretchen will be displaying her jewelry and artwork to
be purchased after worship on these Sundays. Gretchen creates jewelry and artwork that expresses
her love of Hood Mountain throughout the year. A portion of all proceeds will be offered back to the
church. Thank you, Gretchen for your generosity and creativity!
Dec. 11
Caroling on Saturday at 10 a.m. Meet in the church parking lot. Come dressed for the
weather and ready to make a joyful noise! John Derby and Jan MacDonald will lead us in song
around the neighborhood.
Dec. 12
Holiday Coffee Hour outside (weather dependent) following worship. Maggie Robinson and her family will be offering hot coffee and holiday treats. Beverages and foods will be consumed outside, so bring a coat and enjoy a tasty treat. This will be a zero-waste event (real dishes
washed by hand). All treats will be eatable for those who are following the API (autoimmune protocol).
Christmas cookies will be available for children of all ages to decorate.
Dec. 19
Blue Christmas Service 6pm at Christ Church United Methodist (1717 Yulupa Avenue)
and on Zoom (link below). The holidays can be difficult times filled with grief and longing. If you are
feeling a bit blue this holiday season, we hope you will join us for this special Christmas service. We
will give thanks for Christ’s coming into the world with scripture, music, and prayer that are beautiful
without being jolly.
Join Zoom service
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/2090264177?pwd=MTkramp1Uy9oeXZzQXJhV2s0bjB6Zz09
Meeting ID: 209 026 4177
Passcode: 1234
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Christmas Program “Come Home”
December 19th at 10am
A musical offering from the
Music Ministry of First Congregational UCC of Santa Rosa.
Please come to the return of our Annual Christmas Program. We want to welcome all back
through the doors of our Sanctuary and hear the amazing sounds of our Chancel Choir, soloists
and an 11-piece orchestra. Come listen to the Mark Hayes “Magnificat,” as well as “Let There
Be Peace On Earth” arranged by Craig Courtney, and more! You do not want to miss this incredible Sunday Worship Service!

Advent Playlist
As per of our Advent theme, “Close to Home”, Melinda Gill is organizing a collaborative playlist
for us to share. You are invited to add songs that remind you of our theme. You can do this
one of two ways: can add songs directly to the playlist, or you can send Melinda a title and
artist if a song you’d like to add. You can email Melinda at melindagillucc@gmail.com.
The playlist link is:
https://open.spotify.com/playlist/1UOiSZJIbDhCWUxjNAJip3?si=Z7FXlwLUQjGxBJfgZ0F_sA
We look forward to seeing your contributions!

December Birthdays
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12/20

Doris Thompson

12/26

Wayne Stanley

12/27

Ruth Tucker Bogart

Worship Team
Needed: Greeters, Ushers, and Video Broadcasting Assistants
Greeters welcome church members, visitors, and guests, and may hand out worship
bulletins.
Ushers assist with church seating. They may hand out worship bulletins and support the
weekly offering.

Greeters and Ushers serve at least once or twice a month. After the service begins, they
can join family or friends for the church service.
Video Broadcasting Assistants will learn how to stream our Sunday service. Assistants
turn on the stream as worship begins, monitor the stream during the service, may flip
camera shots during the service, and turn the stream and equipment off at the end of the
service.
If you are interested in serving as part of the church’s welcome team, see Bill Gibson on
Sunday or call 707-584-0443.

Giving Tree
We welcome back our Giving Tree, decorated with hearts each representing a wish from someone in need. You choose a heart from
the tree, buy the requested gift, wrap it and return it to church. The
tree will be decorated by December 5th and all gifts must be returned by December 19th.
Another option is to visit the Secret Santa website where you can
choose a heart by gender, age, and type of gift. You have a choice
to purchase the requested gift or make a donation to fund the gift
online. The website is: secretsantanow.org.
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“Providence” – Bill O’Neill’s Story
Hannah Wallstrum

The following story comes from First Congregational (Santa Rosa’s) Story Team. Our goal is to publish
stories that help us get to know each other better and to live in our church’s mission, which is to make
God’s love visible.
Son of an Irish father and an Italian mother, Bill O’Neill was no stranger to Catholic mass or great Italian
food! He grew up in Providence, Rhode Island, in a loving family, though his parents divorced amicably
before he was born. Providence was more than his hometown – it captures the reality he feels has guided his life.
Bill’s father, also named William O’Neill, was a Catholic church musician, well-known in Rhode Island’s
choral music scene. Bill remembers accompanying his dad to weekly mass and watching him play. His
father was charismatic and dynamic, and, not having a music degree, he was self-taught and learned by
doing, playing guitar and bass and singing baritone. Later, people hearing Bill sing said he sounded like
his dad. Bill’s judgment: “My dad taught me everything I know.”
Surviving a serious car accident when he was four, Bill was left with a damaged shoulder a broken clavicle, as well as a sustained a traumatic brain injury affecting his fine and gross motor skills. Doctors said
his survival was a miracle. Elementary school proved difficult but singing in his middle school choir was
“one of the best choral experiences of my life. It formed my whole experience as a youngster, and I
knew that’s what I had to do with my life.”
Bill received a voice scholarship to Rhode Island College, but a year later his father became ill and passed
away from cancer. The son was adrift, not knowing what he wanted to do, and dropped out. “Because
singing is such a personal thing, I couldn’t keep doing it. It made me kind of ill.”
As Providence would have it, during this melancholy he was invited to lead a choir in a small local Episcopal church. “It was the first time I’d ever set foot in a Protestant church, and it was led by a gay woman
pastor!” Though dramatically different from the Catholic church, the task was educational and an opportunity to learn about directing a choir.
Several months after his father’s death, Bill was notified that his dad was to receive a
posthumous award for starting the Providence Chapter of the National Pastoral Musicians. He was asked
to come to a conference in Washington, D.C. to accept the award on his father’s behalf. He went, and on
the first day met Maureen, the woman who would become his wife.
She was attending the conference with her father who, like Bill’s, was a church music director. “I had
attended past conventions, so I knew what to expect.” Bill says, “but I never expected to meet the woman I would marry!”
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

In September 2001 Bill boarded a Greyhound bus for California to be with Maureen. Less than
two months later he proposed, and they were married in the summer of 2002. Happy but penniless, carless, and jobless, Bill spent a year getting his bearings before finding several jobs working
in the arts.
At some point, Bill’s voice teacher encouraged him to go back to school and pursue a degree
singing opera. He hadn’t ever considered opera but found that he enjoyed it immensely. He received Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, studying
under “a fabulous voice teacher.” After graduation though, he worked as choral director at several Bay Area churches, wondering if opera was really his end goal. He remembered his dad: a
man creating community, leading and inspiring, making beautiful music for God and all people.
“Perhaps this is what my calling really was.”
However, he missed performing so auditioned for the San Francisco Opera to be in their ‘Extra
Chorus.’ A month later he got a call offering him a full-time job in the Chorus. “This was the best
opportunity I’d ever had in my life.”
During his second year with the Opera, 2015 his daughter Charlotte was born. He and Maureen
needed support to raise Charlotte, so they moved to Sonoma County to be near grandparents
and other family. Though loving his opera gig, he realized that he was again missing church music. Could he both direct a choir and stay in the Opera? Providence brought him to our church
through his mother-in-law, Evelyn McFadden, in 2016.
“My Opera Chorus job and my church have been much of my life for the last several years. I feel
God has truly led me down this path.” Thankful for those who have inspired him, he is most
thankful for God’s presence and guidance. “I do get the feeling, everywhere I’ve been, that it’s
because, in a way, I was just meant to do it. God knew I had to use my voice to do God’s work in
the world.”
First Congregational Church in Santa Rosa has enjoyed the gifts of Director of Music William
O’Neill for five years, and we can’t imagine life without him. From Renaissance polyphony to
gospel anthems, supported by Chris Alexander’s magnificent keyboard gifts and sometime extra
instruments, the Providence which has gifted him is shared by all of us.
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Financial Report
Kathy Johnson, Financial Secretary

Financial Miscellany to date for 2021
With the joyous return to meeting in person for Worship, there is a basket at the back of the
Sanctuary for collecting offerings and pledges. Other options: mail, Givelify, PayPal, automatic
withdrawal.

Many members have fulfilled their pledges for the year, others have encountered circumstances that prevent them from doing so, and some have been able to donate even more than
they pledged. All told, and with appreciation for every contribution, we are keeping up with
anticipated income. God Bless us, Every One.
If you are able to fulfill your pledge and aren’t sure how much remains, please contact me by
phone/text at 707-292-8684 or email fkathj@sonic.net.
Christmas
Easter

0
$50

Endowment

$500

FISH

$750

Heifer
Memorial Gifts

0
$220

Missions (General)

$8,153

Neighbors in Need

$300

One Great Hour of Sharing
Strengthen the Church
Our Church’s Wider Mission*

$37
$240

Along with our General Missions, there
are several special funds for which we
collect and disburse donations. Some
are seasonal, and occasionally we accept donations for local disaster relief
or some other special purpose. Your
donation to any purpose will be directed to the fund you specify. Donations without a fund specified support
our Operations. If you wish to donate
to the church for a purpose not listed
here, please contact me.

$50

*Donations that specify OCWM are directed to OCWM, with no part going to the local Mission
selected each year by our Outreach Team. OCWM also receives the larger portion of our General Missions donations.
Holiday Blessings to each of you and your loved ones.
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Advent Downloads
Download a daily Advent Devotional for your nourishment at
home. This is the devotional we will use on Tuesday evenings, but
you can utilize the practices at your own pace.

Download an Advent Calendar to print at home and put up
on your fridge. The image is black and white- perfect for a
little coloring or doodling. As we count down to celebrating
Christ’s birth you will be prompted to do little things to prepare the way.
The files are attached to the SEER email and in each weekly email. A few printed copies of
each will be available on Sunday. Contact the office for more information.

Council Highlights October 14, 2021

Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk
• Adopted a Land Acknowledgement statement for use on our website, bulletin, stationery,
and elsewhere, partially implementing a resolution of the Northern California Nevada
Conference for the 2021 calendar year. Further work such as church-wide book study and
conversation is planned. The statement:
First Congregational UCC Santa Rosa recognizes that our building and our ministries are
on the traditional territories of Coast Miwok and Southern Pomo People.
• Noted that Team members and a chairperson will be needed for the newly created
Church Education Team. Virginia Greenwald, as the Personnel Committee chairperson,
will be asking people to consider serving.
(Note: Other teams need members, including Outreach and Stewardship.
You may volunteer!)
• Learned of the early progress of the Stewardship campaign, which had generated 12
pledges in the first couple of weeks, with about $5900 of that eligible for the matching
fund. A good beginning!
• Heard about Live-Streaming from a participant’s point of view. Rebecca Schroeder, of the
Worship Team, and a regular ‘streamer,’ lauded the sidebar that allows viewers to state a
problem and have it attended to promptly. She also urged that vigilance about privacy issues in regard to prayers. Locations not appearing in the camera range need to be identified for people who do not want to be shown. A sign in the Narthex now lets people know
the service is being live-streamed.
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Chosen Home
There are a million ways to choose a home.
We choose to make it work.
We hang a wreath on the door of our shoebox apartment.
We invite company over.
We ask, “Would you like coffee with that?”

We choose to make the most of it.
We take up watercoloring or kickboxing and show up to class.
We mostly embarrass ourselves, but we were there.
We choose to not go it alone.
We sign up to volunteer and make ourselves a nametag.
We slide weary bones into weary church pews.
We shake hands and say hello.
We let the music cover us, like a blanket, or a prayer.
We choose to love what we have.
We look in the mirror and speak kindly to our body.
We buy flowers at the market and arrange them in jelly jars.
There are a million ways to choose a home.
So like Jesus in the temple
who chose to stay,
who chose to speak,
who took up space because he knew he was home,
I invite you to do the same.
Put your body
where your soul feels alive.
Give yourself permission
to take up space there.
Stay, as long as it takes.
Return, as often as you need.
There are a million ways to choose a home.
Choose wisely. We need you here.
written by: Rev. Sarah Speed
sanctifiedart.org
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