The SEER

November 2021

Inside this issue
Pastor’s Message........................ 1

Pastor’s Message

Pastor’s Message (cont.) ............ 2
Worship Schedule ...................... 2
Worship Schedule (cont.) ........... 3

O give thanks to the LORD, for God is good,
for God’s steadfast love endures forever. ~Ps 136:1

Council Highlights ....................... 3
Congregational Meeting ............. 4
November Birthdays................... 4
Financial Report ......................... 5

Dear Siblings in Christ,

Mission Story ............................ 6
Mission Story (cont.) .................. 7

As I give thanks I looked in scripture to locate that Psalm that
speaks of God’s steadfast love endures forever. Much to my delight, I discovered – or rediscovered? – that that phrasing is written
down in a variety of ways in numerous scriptures. There is not one
Psalm that reminds us to give thanks for God’s steadfast love endures forever, there are numerous scriptures where those words
are written. (Ps 100, 107, 118, 136…) I am tickled by a sense of joy
and wonder as I meditate on this phrase that is repeated in our
scriptures. Just like our scriptures, we have many reasons and places to give thanks this season!
First and foremost, let us take a moment to reflect on the shift and
events of the last month. Siblings in Christ, we are regathering in
our sanctuary. Wow! That has been a long-time coming. Vaccines,
research, and communal sacrifice have all been needed to get us
to a place of feeling like we can reopen our doors. Let us give
thanks! Let us give thanks for the gift of live music being played
and sung in our worship. Let us give thanks for masked faces, elbow bumps, and warm eyes from across the room. And before we
sprint to recreate what once was, let us enjoy this moment, the
new possibilities, the new realities that are here today.
One such new reality is our live-streaming capabilities. I would bet
most of us did not see that coming two years ago and yet here we
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are with the equipment to send a video of our worship to anyone’s living room. There is still
work to be done to train a team to run the camera(s) each week, and to continue to learn and
grow into this ministry opportunity.
I give thanks for everyone who has worked hard to help us reopen our sanctuary space. The
Worship Team, Safe Regathering Team, F&M, the entire Council … it’s been a wild six months
of trying to navigate our way. The Safe Regathering Team’s work continues as we continue to
monitor the health situation this winter. For now, we give thanks that groups from within the
church and from the larger community are beginning to meet again in the building. I know it is
November, but it feels a bit like spring!
I also give thanks for everyone who has walked through the church’s threshold whether that is
a physical door or our online link(s). I give thanks for the many ways you are showing up for
one another. As we head into this month with Thanksgiving literally on the calendar, may we,
like the Psalmist and so many before us, give thanks to our Creator, for God’s steadfast love
endures forever!
Yours in Christ,
Diana

The Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr

Worship In Person Every Sunday at 10 am
November 7
Set your clocks back before you retire for the night on
Saturday, November 6.

November 14
Stewardship Sunday — “Building Our Soil”
Bring your pledge sheets to worship today if
you have not already turned them in.
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Council Highlights October 14, 2021
Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk
•

Approved allowing congregants TO SING hymns with their masks on, based on a new recommendation from the Re-gathering Committee.

•

Heard the details of the Stewardship campaign, Building Our Soil.

•

Approved the latest changes to the proposed Bylaws revision for presentation to the Congregation.

•

Heard more about the equipment for Live-Streaming our services. We now need people to
operate it. If you have basic tech skills and want to be trained on the system for Sunday
mornings, call the church office and leave a message.

•

Heard of plans from the Outreach Team to replace the banners on the church with new and
updated ones.

•

Addressed the questionnaire about our policies and procedures from the church insurance
company. Several people are working on updating our Financial Procedures, Personnel Policy (to become an Employee Handbook), and Sexual Misconduct policy.

November 21
Thanksgiving Sunday
Give thanks with a grateful heart .

November 28
First Sunday in Advent
Home as a concept has taken quite a turn in the past two years.
Join us this Advent season (November 28 – December 24th)
as we explore homesickness, laying a foundation,
a home for all, and seeking sanctuary
as we explore what it is to have a home in/with God.
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Congregational Meeting — The Bylaws
At the Special Congregational Meeting on October 31, 2021, the members present voted to approve the amended Bylaws
•

How did this come about?
The Council designated a committee to amend the church bylaws in the fall of 2018.
Rachel Kau-Taylor, Ruth Tucker Bogart, Bill Gibson, and Winnie Hogoboom volunteered.
Rachel, our treasurer at that time, left after the fiscal items were resolved. Kathy Johnson
joined later. (When Kathy found an error, she was roped in immediately!)

•

Changes in wording:
We proposed a number of changes in wording along the way, this one, for instance:
(Wording in red print was added.)
It is specifically understood that Membership is open to all persons interested in joining regardless of race, ethnicity, color, gender identity, sexual orientation or national origin.

•

Changes in Teams:
The F&M Team, originally Finance and Management is now Facilities and Maintenance. A
Finance Committee now handles finance separately. This change reflects the way we have
already been operating for several years.

•

The Church Education Team, with a vote on the Council, was re-established. Its responsibilities had come under the auspices of the Church Life Team when the church business was
restructured in 2012. However, it has never worked well. We now have the Church Life Committee, not on the Council, handling all the other responsibilities they already had.

•

The number of members for four of the five teams: Church Education, Outreach, Stewardship, Worship, is now “3 or more.” F&M stayed at 5 or more—they have many more ongoing hands-on jobs!

We thank the folks who spent many hours working on these, and all who read the Bylaws and
found the inconsistencies, errors, and things to question.

November Birthdays
11/4 Ed Thompson
11/25 Maureen Taber
11/28 Annie “Socks” Williams
11/29 Jean Davis
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Financial Report
Kathy Johnson, Financial Secretary
As we begin Stewardship season, there are a few things you might want to know about the
different ways you can donate.
Checks and cash are still welcomed with gratitude!
There are also several options for electronic payment:
•

Givelify is a simple tool for donating and specifying alternate funds. The link is on our
website at https://fccsr.org/giving/ or you can download the app on your smart phone
for one-click access.

•

Set up or change automatic withdrawal or credit card payments at: https://
firstuccsr.breezechms.com/give/online . Note that the drop-down arrows offer choices
other than those shown.

•

Text 707-383-7980. The first time you use text, it will walk you through loading your
card information. Thereafter, you can send a quick text any time you feel inspired to
give!

Whatever method or methods work for you, keep in mind that:
•

Your pledge does not automatically change an automated charge of withdrawal. If you
use an electronic payment method, please return to it and change the details to match
your new pledge.

•

When no fund is specified on your check or other payment, donations will be credited to
General Fund (Operations).

•

We are the Church!

Thank you for your continued support of our church. Should you have questions, feel free
to contact the me at 707-292-8684 or fkathj@sonic.net.
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Living in the Kingdom of God
Paul Chaffee
The following story comes from First Congregational (Santa Rosa’s) Story Team. Our goal is to publish
stories that help us get to know each other better and to live in our church’s mission, which is to make
God’s love visible.
An ancient Christian argument has to do with whether we are saved by “works” or by “faith.” And while
few of us would claim that faith by itself, absent any ‘good work,’ is what God asks of us, the second
chapter of the letter of James in the New Testament is unequivocal: “For just as the body without the
spirit is dead, so faith without works is also dead.”
What does James mean by “works”? For me James is steering us towards ‘acting with care.’ For followers of Jesus this particularly means caring for the hungry, the poor, the sick, and the disadvantaged, as
well as our family, friends, and acquaintances. To put this into the vernacular, it means walking the talk
and living into our commitments.
Thousands of options lie ready as we each figure out how to walk our talk. And if you look through the
lens of life at a church, specifically at First Congregational UCC Santa Rosa, you can witness the formation of a sacred environment, often called ‘the kingdom of God,’ and make yourself at home.

First Santa Rosa is a beehive of walking the talk, but unless you keep up with the SEER our newsletter,
and pay attention to the frequent announcements during worship, you might miss all that’s going on.
Writing advocacy letters, supporting the local food bank with volunteers, annually participating in the
LGBTQ parade, fundraising for peace and justice, handing out packages of food to homeless folks on the
street, sponsoring a nonprofit festival at our facility, art displays on our lawn, soliciting funds for special
causes, most recently responding to the suffering in Haiti in conjunction with our parent body, the United Church of Christ … the list goes on and on.
Providing financial support is an important part of what “works” means at First. Over the years we have
supported a number of important local nonprofits – the North Bay Organizing Project, Habitat for Humanity, the Living Room, Caritas Village, SAY (Social Advocates for Youth), Women’s Recovery Services,
UndocuFund, which collects disaster relief funds in Sonoma County, and more. And we have a special
committee that manages our collegiate scholarship program. Five denominational offerings each year
contribute to UCC work in Northern California/Nevada and nationally.
(continued on page 7)
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(continued from page 6)

FISH (Friends In Service Here) of Santa Rosa has been a favorite recipient of our support. It is an
independent, all-volunteer food pantry. It gives wholesome groceries to anyone needing a helping hand — struggling families, seniors, disabled, homeless, unemployed, and working people. Everyone is eligible to receive food and no one is turned away empty-handed.
Who Makes All This Happen?
Our congregation’s Outreach Team is responsible for organizing ‘good works’ here. A number of
our members have served the cause, and current members and volunteers include Connie Allen,
Bev Anson, Judy Cramer, Bill Gibson, Kathy Johnson, and Marcia Murray, led by Ruth Bogart.
Contact any one of them if you’d like to join. Ruth was a long-time justice advocate out in the
world before music opened a door to her outreach activism in church. “I was really struggling
with faith. Music in our church lifted me so much that I realized that yes, I do have a spiritual
life, and outreach Is part of it.”
Judy, a livewire of community involvement, says “Just going to church and praying didn’t do it
for me. My thing is always reaching out to people and doing things for others.” She joined the
church following a sermon affirming gay marriage. “I never thought I’d hear that in a church, and
I decided to become a member.”
Kathy had left the church for decades before finding her home here: “I didn’t know there was a
church like ours.” She had long been an activist and brought that work here when she joined 12
years ago. “I feel the obligation to make the world a better place and get great satisfaction in
doing outreach. My assignment? I love working with people, no matter what, sanctuary décor,
food banks, children’s village, fundraising events. I learned all this from out in the world with dogooders.”
Ruth has high praise for the whole team. And she would be the first to point out that their
efforts only tell part of the story. In visible and often invisible ways our members contribute to
the kingdom of God on a daily basis. The biblical James would approve.

Mark Your Calendars:
•
•
•

Weekly Devotional Group on Tuesdays at 6 pm beginning November 30th.
Blue Christmas Service on Sunday, December 19th at Christ Church and on Zoom at 6 pm.
Christmas Eve Service on Friday December 24th in the Sanctuary and Streaming at 6 pm.
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Wonderful being together
again in God’s house.
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