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Easter was glorious. I hope you celebrated the mystery of Easter
with us and/or with those you love. I wonder how the season of
Lent treated you? Is your cup full to the brim with God/Spirit in a
new way? Was there a particular part of our communal or your
individual practice that seemed to make a positive impact on your
daily living? I am very interested in your experience as it helps me
to evaluate with worship planners as we plan and discern what’s
next. (Please drop me a line or let’s get together and talk!)
This Easter season I invite you to continue (or start) a spiritual
practice we began back in January during the season of Epiphany:
Star Word. As you may recall we offered everyone a slip of paper
with a word on it that is yours to pray with, decipher, puzzle out
and play with until you have an epiphany (an ah ha! moment) as to
what this word has to do with you and God. I wonder if you’re still
puzzling and playing with your word? Have you looked up the definition and the history of the word? Have you considered the multiple meanings that it might have not only for you but also for people unlike you here in our community? What might it mean if it
came out of someone else’s mouth? Do you look at the word on a
daily basis? Honestly my word became buried under papers sometime last month, but I’ve pulled it back out on top!

So, beloved, let us continue to prayerfully take up our Star Words
and allow God to do a new thing within us. If you don’t have a Star
Word, please let me or Paddy (office) know and we’ll send you one
– all are welcome on this journey so do invite friends and family as
you see fit.
Together we practice and pray,
Pastor Diana
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Upcoming Events
Re-fill Your Cup
Wednesday, May 4 at Café Noto, 630 McClelland Dr., Windsor
Wednesday, May 28 at Brew Coffee, 555 Healdsburg Ave., Santa Rosa
Join Pastor Diana at a local coffee/tea house for an our of conversation on
a spiritual theme.

New Members Class
If you’re still reading this, you’re a brave soul...Join the conversation about what is a UCC
church? What does membership mean and not mean? How might yo offer your gifts of time,
talent, and treasure to the wider community? All this and more...intrigued? Let Pastor Diana
(pastordianabk@gmail.com) or Paddy (Office Admin, firstucc.admin@sonic.net) know you’re
interested. The proposed meeting will be during the week of May 8.

Godly Play: What time is it?
Sunday, May 15th we will worship in a special, family-friendly way with Godly Play storytelling. Ever wonder about the seasons of the church year — what they are and what the colors
traditionally mean during worship? We will explore these wonderings and more together.
We hope that this will be an opportunity for exploring God’s Word in an intergenerational
setting. So, bring your inner child (and your actual ones) and join us for worship.

And, before we know it June will be here —
Sunday, June 5th

Pentecost & Music Sunday.

May Birthdays
2
3
7
8
10

Rebecca Schroeder
Faeona Petersen
Chris Pack
Joe Williams
Marysue Trosper
Sylvia Thorne

12
15
24
26
28

Tom Gray
Ethan Petersen
Colleen Trouse
Jeanne Thomas
Judy Adams

If you don’t see your name and birthday on our birthday list, and would like your special day
known, please contact Paddy in the church office, firstucc.admin@sonic.net. We want to
celebration YOU, too!!
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Council Highlights of the April 7, 2022 Meeting
Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk
•

Pastor Diana reported on plans for Maundy Thursday/Good Friday service, and on the Easter Morning Sunrise Service.
Shared plans to hold a new member class early in May.

•

Treasurer Mark Adams stated that the Federal Employee Retention Credit we applied for
was approved, as expected.

•

Financial Secretary Kathy Johnson reported that the Memorial Fund for Bob Cramer has
reached $925, and includes, to our excitement, a contribution from Diane Morris. (Diane—
DeeAhn—is a long-time church member who moved to Kentucky a few years ago to live near
family members.)

•

Stewardship Chair Hannah Wallstrum stated that she and others have been immersed in
the Native American study group led by Denise Low-Weso, and in writing people’s stories for
the Seer.

•

Facilities and Maintenance Chair Riadh Said reported on major maintenance work being
started, that of treating dry rot, power washing and painting the building.

•

Worship Team representative Rebecca Schroeder stated that the Team discussed authorizing lay members to consecrate the communion elements when an authorized pastor is not
present.

•

C&E Team Chair Judy Adams and Pastor Diana met with the preschool director to discuss
procedures and precautions to consider when hiring childcare and teaching staff.

•

Council noted that the Pastor’s Call Agreement needs to be updated as the position is fulltime as of April 1. The Music Director job description also needs to be updated.

Reviewed and approved the Bylaws addition of the Finances Committee (inadvertently
omitted in the previous Bylaws revision) and a name change for the Church Education Team
to become the Christian Faith Formation Team for presentation to the Membership at the
Annual Meeting on April 10.
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Story Team
The following story comes from First Congregational Santa Rosa’s story team. Our goal is to
publish stories that help us get to know each other better and to live into our church’s mission,
which is to make God’s love visible. The story is by Paul Chaffee and the concluding poem by
Hannah Wallstrum.
Those Who Were Here First
Bitakomtara. Say it over and over, till it is familiar. An ancient name for the people who lived
where we live, Bitakomtara was one of three South Pomo communities, a tribe settled in and
around Santa Rosa.
Back before Spain, Russia, Mexico, and the United States repeatedly invaded these lands, 70 Pomo tribes speaking seven distinct languages lived in relative peace. Pomo means “those who live
at red earth hole,” and Pomo village-states, including Bitakomtara, stretched from the Pacific to
Clear Lake in counties now named Mendocino, Sonoma, and Lake. The Pomo had no central government; communities operated individually with their own rules. Trade and intermarriage provided ongoing relationships.
The Pomo made flour from seven different kinds of acorn, collected nuts and berries, consumed
fish – especially salmon, and game. They had community halls and sweat lodges. Spiritual values,
sacred dancing, and religious ceremony attended every aspect of life. The Pomo have no word for
“famine.” Women made basket-weaving a fine art, and their magnificent work can be found in
the finest museums. Baskets, often water-tight, were graced with exquisite designs and sometimes incorporated feathers and sea-shells.
Anthropologists and linguists suggest that Spring Lake Village was a primary Bitakomtara ceremonial site 7,000 years ago. Four thousand years ago Hukabetawi emerged as a Bitakomtaran village.
It was located across the street from today’s Memorial (Providence) Hospital. Recently completed
buildings provide doctors with their quarters. Indigenous ceremony usually includes a dimension
of healing, and it is sweetly ironic to see the healing arts return to Hukabetawi today, a mile and a
half from First Congregational UCC Santa Rosa.

A Pomo basket – Claire H, Wikipedia
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Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, a Portuguese sailor working for Spain, visited northern California’s coast
in 1542 and claimed the land for Spain. In 1579 Sir Francis Drake visited and claimed the land for
England. But it was the nineteenth century that devastated indigenous peoples here.
The tools of evil and oppression? Stealing land, destroying an ancient culture, enslaving people,
breaking treaties. Add to the mix, spreading new diseases among unprotected indigenous folk.
Smallpox, malaria, cholera, and venereal disease all took a terrible toll. The Pomo and their
neighbors to the south, the Coast Miwok, suffered greatly.
In May 1850 Andrew Kelsey and Charles Stone, white settlers and brutal slave owners, were
killed by Pomos who had been enslaved and tortured. In retaliation, the U.S. Army sent troops to
an island in Clear Lake, supposedly a safe haven from the settlers. Up to four hundred Pomo
men, women, and children were killed in what became known at the Bloody Island Massacre.
Lucy Moore, a six-year-old girl, alone survived, praying daily for forgiveness for the soldiers until
she died in 1954, 110 years old.
Oppression continued in many forms. In 1883 Congress outlawed all indigenous sacred dancing
and religious ceremonies, attempting to assimilate Native Americans into the dominant culture.
The dancing ban ended in 1933, though sacred ceremony remained prohibited until 50 years ago.
Still, through the decades Pomo and Coast Miwok and dozens of other indigenous nations have
emerged, reclaiming their culture and focusing on regenerating their communities.
The Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, for instance, is a federally recognized American Indian tribe. It is composed of South Pomo people, largely from Sebastopol and Santa Rosa, and
Coast Miwok peoples, living mostly south of Cotati. Today, joined as a tribe, Federated has an
active roster of community activities and services “including sacred sites preservation and protection, Indian housing, Indian education, membership, cultural arts, social services, and tribal
health.” Brilliant basket-weaving endures.
The tribe created and owns the Graton Casino and Resort, bringing millions of dollars into the
county and providing financial resources to train young leaders and revivify indigenous culture.
Gregory Sarris has been the elected tribal leader for the past 30 years. He also happens to be a
distinguished professor and author of novels, plays, movies, and essays. He is recognized nationally as an important indigenous American voice and as an activist instrumental in the tribe receiving federal recognition 22 years ago. Our own Denise Low concluded a six-week seminar last
month studying Sarris’ extraordinary writing.
Another gift to our community is the California Indian Museum and Cultural Center here in Santa
Rosa. Its mission is “to educate the public about California Indian history and cultures … to enhance and facilitate these cultures and traditions through educational and cultural activities, to
preserve and protect California Indian cultural and intellectual properties, and to develop relationships with other indigenous groups.” To learn more, go visit!
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California Indian Museum and Cultural Center – SonomaCounty.com

However troubled our own times seem, what Pomo and Coast
Miwok live with today, compared to what their forebears had to
endure in this land, makes me joyful; but makes me doubly
aware of how much further we need to go before every tradition
is respected and every one of us valued.
What Pomo Baskets Know
red woodpecker feather
tan sedge grass root
green mallard feather
gray willow sapling
black bulrush
clamshell
turkey feather
pine pitch
redbud
rabbit fur
abalone nacre
yellow meadowlark feather
conifer root
rust pheasant feather
beads
shafted flicker quill
bear grass
raven feather

BIBLIOGRAPHY: This article was
researched on the web using the
following sites. Biography.com;
California Indian Museum & Cultural Center; Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria; Indian Country Today; Lucy Moore Foundation; Native Americans in Philanthropy;
Gaye LeBaron in the Press Democrat
(1993);
warpaths2peacepipes.com; Wikipedia. For a much
deeper dive into the history of Pomo and Coast Miwok local history,
see Greg Sarris’ speech here
https://greg-sarris.com/speeches/
greg-sarris-speech-pomo-heritageweek-oct-2010 .

Safe Regathering Committee Report — April 27, 2022
We know people are mask-weary these days and the SRC is right there with you! Yet, with
cases of COVID rising in Sonoma County right now, the SRC is recommending that the church
keep its current mask protocol unchanged. We do not make this recommendation lightly, as
we feel the responsibility of considering the safety of everyone: babies, immunocompromised folks, elders.
The SRC will continue meeting every couple of weeks to check infection numbers in our area
and, as we’ve learned in the COVID world, things can change rapidly, so recommendations
can change quickly. Our next scheduled meeting is Wednesday, May 18, 2 p.m.
Judy Adams, Mark Brumbaugh, Marcia Murray, Hannah Wallstrum
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Exciting things are
happening in
Christian Faith Formation (CFF!)
Look what’s up:
•

We’ve posted the updated Childcare Provider position on the SRJC job board.

•

We’re hoping to start church school sometime in May using volunteers to start. We
have to get folks fingerprinted first (new California law.)

•

We’re planning to offer childcare during choir soon.

•

Our church is working to partner with Sebastopol Community Church and other local
churches for youth mission trips, camps, etc.

Please keep our children, youth and families in your prayers as we move toward expanding
our Christian Faith Formation opportunities for all.
Blessings from the CFF Team — Marcia Murray, Maureen Taber, Judy Adams and Sue Green
PS: We would like to acknowledge and give a big thank you to Judy Gibson for providing
our children activities during worship. Judy Cramer has been lending a hand too. We are so
fortunate for such dedication and love here.

Stewardship

Hannah Wallstrum

Why is stewardship important in
Christianity?

The term stewardship means to look after the world for God. God has created a world in
which humans have a special role as stewards of creation. This means they should look after
the interests of the planet and all life on it. ... When God gave humans dominion over the
land, God gave them responsibility too.
How can we be good stewards?
God has blessed humans with dominion over the land. What can you do to honor the responsibility God has placed in your hands?
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The beauty of nature
The beauty of a church community
Coming together to praise God
May we all remember such beauty
And look for the gifts of joy
God has waiting for us
Every day
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