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Pastor’s Message 

 

 
What a month we had! May was full of emotional milestones: cel-
ebrating new members, grieving one million deaths from COVID-
19, a memorial for Wayne Stanley, and wrapping our hearts 
around multiple mass shootings including the school shooting in 
Uvalde, Texas. I hope everyone is breathing deeply.  
 
I was asked to speak at a vigil for the Uvalde victims put on by 
Representative Mike Thompson. It all happened quickly and I 
would like to share with you part of my remarks. Let’s keep talk-
ing and praying and working together to make our community 
one that does not live in fear – not of violence not of guns, not of 
mental illness, but one that leans into compassion, justice, and 
love.  
 
My remarks during the vigil… 
 
I grew up in the panhandle of Texas on a little street called Uvalde 
Avenue. Until eight days ago that meant “home” to me. Today my 
sense of safety and comfort has been shattered.  
 
Growing up my parents allowed my brother and me to have toy 
guns. But the one rule was that we were NOT allowed to point 
our toy guns directly at people. It did not matter if the toy could 
shoot something or make a noise, the rule was we pointed just 
off center. We were not allowed to point them at our dog, either. 
My parents – gun owners themselves – instilled in us a deep re-
spect for weapons and for life. They were concerned about the 
deadly consequences that pointing a gun towards another human 
being could bring. 
 
 

(continued on page 7) 
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Council Highlights of the May 19, 2022 Meeting 
Kathleen Johnson, Acting Clerk 

 
Pastor Diana  

Reported that Connie Allen, Bev Anson and Patti Blomendahl will be joining the 
church on Sunday. She introduced the idea of each of them having a shepherd. 

 
The Council: 

• Discussed how to engage, and not just welcome, visitors. 
• Reviewed proposed revisions to the Pastor’s Call Agreement as the job has in-

creased to become full-time.  
• Discussed how to find new tenants for the current preschool space after the pre-

school moves out. Members volunteered to check on leads. 
• Learned that alternate delegate Kathy Johnson will attend the Annual Gathering of 

the Northern California Nevada Conference in June, in place of Evelyn Smith who is 
unable to go. Judy Cramer will also attend as the second lay delegate. 

 
The next Council meeting is June 9, 2022, at 6:30 on Zoom. Others wishing to attend may 

call the church office to have the link emailed to them before the meeting. 
 

Outreach  

Sonoma County’s 35th Annual  
Pride Parade and Festival  
Returning to downtown Santa Rosa 
Saturday, June 4th, 11am—5pm 
Old Courthouse Square 
 
Join us in the march and be a witness at the 
North Bay Organizing Project (NBOP).   

For more information, please contact Judy 
Cramer -- judithcramer@rocketmail.com or 
707-892-1315.  
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Through the last 2 ½ challenging years, our members have continued to find ways to share 

their time, talent, and treasure with our church. Thank you for contributing to this beloved 

community! 

 

We have received $38,943 of the $118,010 pledged for 2022. Receipts from all sources total 

$59,387 toward our Operations goal of $137,000.  Expenditures to date are $59,604, so we are 

falling a little short of our current needs.  Government funds for retaining employees through 

the pandemic, and 2022 pledges pre-paid last year, have kept us in the black for now.  

 

We have added an easy new way to donate: by text to (707) 383-7980.  Our other donation 

options still work fine; choose the one(s) that are most convenient for you. If you have ques-

tions about any of them, please contact me at  fkathj@sonic.net . 

 

• Your checks are always welcome, either mailed or placed in the offering plate.  

• Cash may be placed in the offering plate; if you want it credited to you, please put it in an 

envelope with your name.  

• Recurring online donations can be set up at https://firstuccsr.breezechms.com/give/

online.  

• Find a link to Givelify on our website  https://fccsr.org/giving/  or download the Givelify 

app and set it up to donate to First Congregational UCC of Santa Rosa.  

• Use the link on the website to make single or recurring donations by PayPal.  

 

Thank you for doing your part to make First Congregational UCC a church we can all call home.  

 June Birthdays 

If you don’t see your name and birthday on our birthday list, and would like your special day 

known, please contact Paddy in the church office, firstucc.admin@sonic.net.  We want to cele-

brate YOU, too!! 

Financial Secretary Report 
Kathleen Johnson 
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 Story Team 

In the spring of 2022 the First Congregational Church of Santa Rosa initiated a regular spoken 

and written acknowledgement of the Indigenous people—Pomo and Miwok—who originally 

lived in the congregation’s land and environs. As part of this ongoing acknowledgement, a 

group met weekly to discuss the writing of Greg Sarris, chair of the Graton Rancheria of Roh-

nert Park. As a former professor at Haskell Indian Nations University, I am familiar with his 

books and articles; I organized and facilitated the group. The readings caused us all to reflect 

upon our personal understandings of Christianity, both the religion and its cultural influence. 

The Healdsburg History Museum was sponsoring a series of activities in connection with the 

Dry Creek Pomo basket exhibit throughout this time period. This was a welcome enrichment 

for the group. Following is a series of participants’ responses to this study.  

~ Denise Low-Weso  

 

“The only thing I knew about Greg Sarris was that he is and has been the moving force behind 

the Graton Resort and Casino in nearby Rohnert Park. I hadn’t heard about Sarris’ effort in 

getting Pomo and Coast Miwok bands federally recognized, about his mastery of both story-

telling and academic writing, about the hope and resources he has created for Sonoma Coun-

ty’s Indigenous communities. This past spring Denise Low offered a six-session Sarris work-

shop for 15 First Congregational members and friends. It was transformational. Denise, a dis-

tinguished poet and retired professor, simply assigned us readings each week. She began each 

session with a question or two. We went around the circle, each of us responding to her ques-

tions. It turned into an illuminating mosaic of shared meaning.” 

~ Paul Chaffee 

 

“What can I say?  I don't have words to describe what Greg Sarris' writings have meant to me.  

As Denise Low led us to read Greg Sarris' writings and explore our feelings and memories, 

those activities caused me to recall and understand memories I had long ignored because I 

could not put them into the context of my understanding. Our discussions lead me to see in a 

deepening way the depth of our shared humanity.” 

~ Connie Allen 

 

4 4 

The following commentary comes from First Congregational Church Santa Rosa’s story team 

and members who participated in the Greg Sarris seminar last spring led by Denise Low. Our 

team’s goal is to publish stories that help us get to know each other better and to live into our 

church’s mission, which is to make God’s love visible.  

Greg Sarris Study-Group Comments 
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“Reading stories of Pomo/Coastal Miwok people as told by Greg Saris was an enriching experi-

ence. I feel more grounded in my life in Sonoma County. I see many similarities between our 

origin stories from the Hebrew texts and the life Jesus exemplifies, i.e., healings, resurrection and 

appearing after death, and the stories of the Indigenous people of this place.  Christianity is 

steeped in mystery. For some who are gifted with insight, access to a world of dreams and visions 

beyond the veil of this one is real. I appreciated the way in which we were led to listen to each 

other respectfully.  Each of us was given time to express our experience with the stories through 

probing questions posed by our facilitator.  It was an excellent process.” 

~ Virginia Greenwald  

 

“Participating in the Greg Sarris study group was both interesting and a spiritually engaging expe-

rience. Inter-connectedness of all life, and even inanimate objects, is such a compelling force. 

And in Sarris’s telling, those connections—of people to their ancestors, extended families, and 

the natural and supernatural worlds—are ever-present. One of the things that spoke to me was 

consideration of the people who “have songs” of special power. As Sarris tells of them, they do 

not seek power so much as receive it.  And the songs sometimes come to them unbidden when 

they are needed. I compare it to those moments of very clear knowledge of what is right in a giv-

en situation. The discussion group’s format enhanced the lessons.  We almost always adhered to 

the instruction to stay on topic, take turns, listen to one another without interrupting, and to 

treat each other and our time respectfully.” 

~ Kathleen Johnson 

 

“I gained two significant insights from the Greg Sarris class Denise led. The first was a genuine  

awareness of living on former tribal lands. Reading Sarris’ stories that took place locally, in places 

I know, made it meaningful to me. The second was from reading the “A Culture under Glass” 

chapter about how an object exhibited in a museum does not show the personal connection to 

its creator. We had been asked to find something of our own that would exemplify this. I select-

ed my small, gold-painted terra cotta angel that stands under an accent lamp with a stained-glass 

shade. It is right by my front door, and I see it coming and going. The lamp was my mother’s and 

the angel a gift from my husband. These inexpensive objects are precious because I think of my 

mother and my husband, the two people who loved me unreservedly.” 

~ Winnie Hogoboom 
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Stewards of God’s Love 

 
Re-imagine the Offering 
 
KEY MESSAGE: God has given each of us unique gifts and talents. One of the primary places 
that God has called us to use these gifts and talents is through our vocations. Our vocations 
may take the form of a job, but they also include our callings as mothers, fathers, sisters, 
friends, citizens and so much more. These vocations, or callings, are the places from which we 
love God and our neighbors.  
 
So often when we talk about talents in the church, we only talk about how these gifts could be 
used to serve the church. While this is important, the church is not the only place in which we 
can live out our vocations; we are called to serve God in daily life. Take time to explore the 
ways that people in your congregation are serving God in their many vocations.  
 
How is God calling us, as individuals and as a congregation, to steward our gifts and talents 
through our vocations? As one way to visualize our church’s gifts and talents, try the following 
exercise: 
 

Reimagine the offering time: Bring something small that represents your vocation(s) 
(baby bottle, stethoscope, sheriff’s badge, photo, book, friendship bracelet, etc.) and 
put it in the offering plate or bring it up to the altar during the offering time. Display 
these items somewhere in the church over the next few weeks, so that people can see 
the variety of vocations and talents.  
 
(Taken from a resource called “Stewards of God’s Love” from the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 

 
 
 
 

Stewardship  
Hannah Wallstrum 

We all need to participate in a compost program for our organic materials (food scraps in-
cluding meat and cheese, soiled  paper, plant trimmings).  Route audits will be conducted 
randomly to ensure that organics are not being placed in the garbage. 
 
This law will reduce methane emissions from landfills and will increase the use of carbon-
sinking compost, which greatly helps to combat the climate crisis. 
 
 

COMPOSTING IS  

NOW MANDATORY 
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(Pastor’s Message continued from page 1) 

 
My parents also took me to church where I learned 
from our scriptures that God can also become disgust-
ed with violence. More than once, in fact, God says 
“enough” to violence. For instance, God tells Moses it 
was time for humanity to clean up our act. The first 
commandment is: “Thou shall not kill”. I believe that 
this commandment includes the amendment: “thou 
shall not make it easy for people to access weapons of 
human destruction”. 
 
As a Christian I believe we have a responsibility not 
only to ourselves and to God, but also to our neigh-
bors. It is not enough to follow the rules ourselves: not 
to kill or to not own a gun ourselves.  We are called 
again and again throughout scripture to love our 
neighbors as ourselves. That is a Christian value, and 
one that is shared among other religions and non-
religious peoples.  
 
Our Christian scriptures, elaborate on this responsibil-
ity: “Therefore let us not pass judgment on one anoth-
er any longer, but rather decide never to put a stum-
bling block or hindrance in the way of a 
(neighbor).” (Romans 14:13) We have a duty to each 
other. We have a responsibility to protect our children 
and our vulnerable neighbors: children, elders, and 
teenagers and adults who are struggling with mental 
illness. So let us not pass judgement. Let us pass legis-
lation! Let us protect our vulnerable neighbors by en-
suring that they do not have access to firearms in the 
first place.  
 
Today we face so many difficult and complex issues as 
a community: gun reform is – by comparison – incredi-
bly simple to fix. Let’s knock this one off the list and 
get on to harder issues like climate change. Our vul-
nerable neighbors desperately need us to take weap-
ons of human destruction & violence out of civilian 
hands and all weapons out of the hands of vulnerable 
people. Let us commit ourselves to seeing this through 
… today. No more stumbling blocks. Amen? Amen! 
 
~ Pastor Diana 

 

While we all have smiles  
(for the photo),  

“Let’s keep talking and praying and 
working together to make our com-

munity one that does not live in 
fear.” Thank you for supporting the 

vigil for the Uvalde victims. 
 
 
 

Welcome  
New Members  

to the Official Membership 
of First Congregational 

Church Santa Rosa 

Bev Anson, Connie Allen,  
and Patti Blomendahl  

with Pastor Diana 

 



Let's celebrate an author among us. 
Tom Weso's new children's book, for kids ages 6 to 9 

 
Native Americans have a long tradition of storytelling. Spark ex-
citement in their history and culture with enchanting stories from 
tribes across the continent. 
 

What sets this book apart from other Native American books for 
kids:  
 

• Tales from 12 tribes—Kids will embark on a literary adven-
ture with 12 stories from tribes around America, exploring lore about how the mountain 
Denali formed, why the North Star stays still, and more. 

 

• Tribal history—Every story ends with a brief historical sketch of the tribe, providing context 
and offering a glimpse into their way of life and their traditions. 

 

• Fun facts—The learning doesn’t stop with the stories; a collection of fascinating facts, sug-
gestions for additional reading, and a glossary of important words give kids a deeper under-
standing and appreciation. 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 
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