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Pastor’s Message 

 
Dear Beloved in Christ, 
 
In worship this past month we’ve focused on social issues and 
concerns such as gun violence, Juneteenth (thanks Rev. Rebecca!)  
and the loss of reproductive rights. In the midst of the pain and 
fury of this  social/political moment, it has been a salve to come 
together on Sunday mornings. There is much work ahead of us as 
people of faith and conscientious citizens of this country to join 
forces and make our faithful demands known to our elected rep-
resentatives. Let us (re)commit ourselves to work towards cre-
ating a more just, safe, and equitable world for all – especially the 
disenfranchised, poor, and marginalized. The NCNC Annual Gath-
ering a week ago focused us on going deeper in our own anti-
racism work. Our delegates sat around a table (more than once) 
to discuss our congregation’s next steps. We have some ideas, 
and we know that this is part of the aforementioned making the 
world a better place.  
 
Behind the scenes, there are also big shifts keeping me and your 
Council on our toes. Humboldt Preschool is moving out and we 
hope (about the time you’re reading this) to be signing a new 
lease agreement with a new tenant and community partner. A 
twelve-step group that grew via zoom during the pandemic do-
nated a tv to the Fireside Room. We’re adding a camera and hope 
this will be a good place for hybrid meetings.  
 
As we look ahead there is a lot of joy and celebration in our fu-
ture! We’re celebrating five youth who are heading to Camp Tam-
arack (and the parents who transport and send them)! A church 
picnic and installation service (for me as pastor) are in the works 
for the fall! Our Faith Formation team is working HARD to create 
safe  space  for  a  nursery  and  Sunday  School  to  begin  this fall.  
 

(continued on page 5) 
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Council Highlights of the June 6, 2022 Meeting 
Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk 

The Council reviewed the Safe Church policy draft, with three items to be added for a final 
vote. Kelly Kelly has agreed to be Director of Personnel and Custodian of Record for the 
Background Checks. (New state laws require more extensive background checks, including 
LiveScan fingerprinting, of church leaders and employees.) 

 
Church Life, now a Committee rather than a Team, needs members. A suggestion was made to 

have snacks once a month. Both Jan Chaffee and Judy Cramer are available to teach others 
how to use the coffee-maker. 

 
Moderator Rachel Kau-Taylor is in conversation with a potential renter for the current pre-

school space. The Humboldt Community Preschool, which has been a faithful tenant for 
five years, is moving out at the end of July.  

 
The Pastor’s Call Agreement has been revised in accordance with her full-time position, now 

including 8 weeks of parental leave and 4 weeks of vacation. 
 
Pastor Diana will be away from July 10 -30. 
 
*** 
Staff away this summer:   
 Bill  —  Sundays, July 10 and 17.  
 Paddy —  the Office will be closed the weeks of July 24 and 31st 

Outreach  
 

 

Yay for PRIDE Parade and Booth! Thanks to Judy and Randy for organizing our efforts 

and to ALL who showed support!  
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After the end of June, you will receive a statement of the donations you have made during the 
first half of 2022 to support our church and its missions. If you made a pledge for this year, 
those amounts will be included so you can track progress.  May receipts, and totals so far this 
year include: 

                                             
                      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We can be especially grateful for Judy Cramer’s thoughtfulness in suggesting that any gifts in 
Bob’s memory be donated to the church.  $975 total was donated by several of our members 
and by their friends and family. Judy will help designate use of those funds in a way that will 
most honor him.  

 

We have also welcomed donations for UCC’s Ukraine relief fund and One Great Hour 
of  Sharing.  
 

See https://fccsr.org/giving/ for details about different methods for giving.  Cash or checks are 
still welcome! Now, we can offer one more simple method:  Text (707) 383-7980. Anytime you 
have questions about methods or anything else about your donations, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me at 707-292-8684.  

Financial Secretary Report 
Kathleen Johnson 

eSCRIP TIP  
 
Do you eScrip? Ever shop at Oliver’s?  
 
You could be painlessly earning donations to our church by reg-
istering your Oliver’s Community card to direct a portion of 
what you spend there to First Congregational UCC Santa Rosa, 
organization number 6780721. 
 
If you don’t have a Community Card, just ask the cashier next time you shop at Oliver’s. See 
https://www.oliversmarket.com/community-card/ for more information. You may also regis-
ter for eScrip directly at  https://www.escrip.com/ and learn more about the program and oth-
er ways you might use it to benefit the church.  

 May  Year to date 

General Operations $9,530 $60,560  

Plate $574 $1,820 

Missions $236 $3,784 

FISH $150 $375 

https://fccsr.org/giving/
https://www.oliversmarket.com/community-card/
https://www.escrip.com/


 

Safe Regathering Committee Report, June 21, 2022 
Hannah Wallstrum 

Yes, we all have probably reached the point of exhaustion with COVID. Though Dr. Fauci has now 
labeled COVID-19 endemic, meaning that it will probably always be present but at a lower level, 
the SRC still recommends the church keep its current mask protocol unchanged: Masks will contin-
ue to be worn in worship and singers will continue to mask while singing.  
 
When Sunday School begins again, the committee recommends masking be optional for both 
teachers and students, unless a parent requests that a teacher be masked. Also, any outside group 
using a room in our facility may decide for themselves whether to mask. However, we continue to 
strongly recommend everyone be masked whenever in hallways, kitchen, or bathrooms.  
 
We try to make our decisions taking into consideration the safety of our congregants, especially 
babies, immunocompromised folks, and elders. To that end, we encourage everyone to be vac-
cinated and boosted, as vaccines are now readily available. If you would like help getting a vac-
cine/booster, please contact the church office. 
 
The SRC will continue to monitor infection numbers in our area and, as we’ve learned in the COVID 
world, things can change rapidly, so recommendations can change quickly. Our next scheduled 
meeting is Tuesday, August 2, 1 p.m.  
 
Judy Adams, Mark Brumbaugh, Marcia Murray, Hannah Wallstrum    
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Stewardship—A way of Living 
 

All that we have is God’s. If all that we have is God’s, then 

what we do in every area of our lives matters. God has been 

compassionate to us and so we are called to be compassionate 

to others – to be water in the desert, bringing new life to dead 

places. What we need to love and serve others is what God 

has already provided us. 

Stewardship 
Virginia Greenwald 
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Scholarship Board 
Dana Alexander 
 
 

Scholarships, Anyone?  
 
Are you planning to attend college or a trade school during the academic year 2022-2023? Do 
you have a child or grandchild who is planning for college in 2022-2023? If so, you will be in-
terested in The First Congregational UCC of Santa Rosa Scholarship Program.  
 
These scholarship grants are from the Endowed Giving Fund established by Fred and Mable 
Hall, former members of this church. The scholarship supports any active member, or child or 
grandchild of an active member, who meets the criteria of this Scholarship Program.  
 
Scholarship applications may be picked up in the church office or you can request that one to 
be emailed to you. For email, please contact the church office, or Dana Alexander at vo-
calee@yahoo.com.  
 
Applicants must complete and return these forms to the church office by July 15, 2021.  
 
Applicants must be high school graduates (or equivalent) and have applied for a specific de-
gree program as a full-time student (12 units) in good standing at an accredited school of high-
er learning. Awards will be announced in August, 2022. 

Pastor’s Message, continued from page 1 

 
I am taking two weeks of study leave and one of vacation (July 10-30). I’ll be exploring sabbath 
practices at Ghost Ranch in Abiqui, NM and then will spend a week learning to paint intuitively 
and without judgement (I have many judgements about this but am willing to learn!). I hope to 
be rested and refreshed as I return. In my absence, we have fabulous preaching/worship lead-
ership and I hope you’ll help me welcome a new colleague and support a few familiar ones. If 
you have a pastoral emergency, please contact the office or our Council officers as they have 
the name and contact information for someone on-call. 
 
As we said at our Council retreat last week, be gentle with yourself! Keep hope alive. Be the 
good news. 
 
Peace! 
 
Pastor Diana 



 Stories for All of Us  
Paul Chaffee 

Amazon features 14 reviews of Tom Weso’s Native 
American Stories for Kids,” all of them five-star recom-
mendations. Amazon points out that the book is aimed 
at kids from 6 through 9. If you have children or grand-
children, by all means get the book and share it with 
them, read it aloud, reread it. The sentences are mostly 
short and direct, the stories short, and a glossary teach-
es new words, like potlach, trickster, and vain.  
 

The book’s 12 stories come from 12 tribes: Athabascan, 
Cherokee, Cheyenne, Delaware (Lenape), Haida, 
Lakaota, Menominee, Miwok, Navajo, Nez Perce, Pai-
ute, and Zuni Pueblo. Tom Weso, a Menominee, is a 
master story-teller and pulls you into each narrative 
with a short paragraph. In a number of the tales, ani-
mals, fish and fowl, along with plants and trees are 
‘people.’ They talk and understand each other and draw us directly into their stories. Nature 
becomes more interesting, more engaged with us humans, and often scary.  
 

Vicky Garlock, a master of interfaith kids’ literature, says in her review, “Each tale offers a 
glimpse into some aspect of the Indigenous worldview – how the world came to be, what hu-
mans can learn from the animal and spirit worlds, and how we might better appreciate the 
beauty all around us – and each is accompanied by a full-color illustration and a bit of addition-
al information about the specific tribe being represented.” 
 

Along the way we learn that the World once was frozen through, and how a mighty spirit war-
rior, Kesoq, or the Sun, woke up from a long dream, and fell in love with her. We learn why 
rabbits, because they are so tricky, are consigned to briar patches. We see a mountain sheep, 
who, after great struggling, becomes the faithful North Star. And how Denali Mountain, once 
called Mount McKinley, was created. And much more.  
 

I was particularly taken with the Creation Story of the Delaware or Lenape people. In it, we 
meet Kishelamakank, the Creator, who falls asleep and begins to dream, and the universe and 
all that lives in it begins to emerge.  
 

So buy it for the kids, but read and reread it for yourself. Most of Amazon’s 14 reviews re-
marked on how the stories were as engaging of adults as children. My experience exactly.  
 

As you may know, Tom Weso is a member of our congregation, as is his spouse, Denise Low-
Weso, former Poet Laureate of Kansas. We are blessed to have them in our community. Now 
treat yourself and your family by reading Native American Stories for Kids.   
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Letters to Uvalde Churches 
Winnie Hogoboom  
 
 
In the aftermath of the May 24 school shooting in Uvalde, Texas, worshipers at the May 29 
service were asked to volunteer to write a note to one of 15 churches near Robb Elementary 
School. Judy Cramer, Evelyn Smith, Sue Hines, Marcia Brumbaugh, Linda Duckett, Virginia 
Greenwald, Winnie Hogoboom, Linda Haering, Linda Balfour, Connie Allen, Patti Blomendahl, 
and Hannah Wallstrum each wrote a card or letter, two of which were in Spanish, with their 
rendition of the following message: 
 
Dear Friends in Christ, 
 
Please accept our very deepest sympathy for the unimaginable tragedy at Robb School, bring-
ing deep grief and disruption to your community. Churches are called on to offer compassion, 
love, and forgiveness in a time of crisis, especially at a time when its members struggle to deal 
with their own feelings too.  This most recent horrific act has sent shock waves throughout the 
country and we just wanted you to know that your church is in our hearts and prayers. 
  
With blessings, 
(personal name) 

Council Retreat  
 
The Council met in the Fireside Room, in person 
and on Zoom, for a retreat on Saturday morning, 
June 25. We conducted one small item of business 
to approve camperships for 5 of our young people 
to attend Camp Tamarack this summer. Aside from 
that, we talked about creating a behavioral cove-
nant and added ideas through our activities. One 
that generated lots of laughter and camaraderie 
was creating a liturgical dance from a short pas-
sage of scripture. We finished the morning by mak-
ing lunch and eating it together. It was a joy to be 
able to do this, in person for those who could be 
there, and in our building. 
 
A larger, framed Council Behavioral Covenant is 
posted in the office. 
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Christian Faith Formation  
Judy Adams 
 
We have four youth attending the UCC Camp Tamarack Camp in July! 
Judy Cramer is supporting campers with funds from the Bob Cramer 
Memorial Fund ($50/scholarship to each camper.) Thank you Judy (and 
Bob!) for supporting our wonderful youth. If other children and youth 
are interested in exploring camp this summer — here is a link to get 
more information:  https://www.facebook.com/CampTamarackUCC 
 

We continue to look for help with child care during choir and worship. If you know someone 
who might be interested and wants more information, share the info below* with them. 
 

We are planning a Welcome Back to Sunday School event in early Septem-
ber, likely September 11.  More information to come.   
 

Finally, you'll be hearing more about our Sunday School plans soon. It 
will be a one room class taught by church members.  Maureen Taber and 
Susie Green will be the leads and alternate Sundays. We are looking for 
church members to help them each Sunday. More information will fol-
low! 
 

Keep the faith, church members, the CFF team is working hard on resuming children and 
youth Faith Formation. 
 

Your CFF team, 
Judy Adams, Maureen Taber, Marcia Murray, and Sue Green 

 

*Child Care Providers 
 
Our welcoming and progressive congregation seeks Child Care Providers to care for children 
during Sunday morning worship activities. 
 
Child Care Providers must have an understanding and appreciation of caring for children 
(nursery age - 10yrs), as well as respect for the faith and inclusive values of our progressive 
Christian community. 
 
Sunday Mornings, 8:45 AM (earliest) to 12:15 PM (latest) 

Qualifications: Experience in the care of infants and preschool-age children, at least 18 years 
old, background check will be provided. Send your questions and/or resume with references 
to: dvgreenwald@comcast.net 

https://www.facebook.com/CampTamarackUCC
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Transcendence Theatre  
Company… 

was so thrilled that we participated in The Pride 
Event that they have made us a very special 
offer. Here it is in their words, "We saw that 
First Congregational UCC SR participated in this 
year's Sonoma County Pride Parade--thank you! 
We are so grateful that celebration is thriving in 
our community. To thank you, we have a very 
special ticket offer for First Congregational UCC 
SR for the first production of our 2022 Sea-
son! Please enjoy a special 20% discount on Pre-
mium and General Reserve Tickets for the June 
17 – July 3 run of “Let’s Dance.”   
   
Transcendence is opening up our summer sea-
son at Jack London State Historic Park with 
“Let’s Dance” – a reimagining of Broadway’s 
best showstoppers with a thrilling jolt of Latin, 
jazz, and modern dance and song.  
 
To redeem this offer while availability lasts, 
please visit the ticket purchase site 
at BestNightEver.org select any “Let’s Dance” 
ticket between Premium Level 2 to General Re-
serve seats (the Green, Blue, and Purple ones!) 
and enter the promo code: 20TTC22  
 
If you have any questions, please call the box 
office at 877-424-1414.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 July Birthdays 

7 Julie Watson 

8 Sue Alice Green 

9 Maggie Robinson 

12 Ella Alexander 

14 Lee Graham 

19 Debi Stewart 

20 Clay Williams 

22 Martha Stefenoni 

24 Melinda Gill 

26 Jack Farmer 

29 Dan Greenwald 

29 Rumi Williams 

 

If you don’t see your name 
and birthday on our birthday 
list, and would like your spe-
cial day known, please con-
tact Paddy in the church 
office, 707-546-0998 or 
firstucc.admin@sonic.net.  
We want to celebrate YOU, 
too!! 

 

 

https://ttcsonoma-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2AuBaAlI6NLoyQ8mQ838WGtyC-oMGQacgbXHukUGCOGLf7XlfgQGR3Y4t5kEcSvdbTcHI6bwroswHQkk51Y3pXbK1LkQJfEcYMf6Ig1I19txwWtrDrXgw-nmdGP3kKfqOuFCAulZpdBhWcz8OkMrf59cY3C3bBRxzz2fj1pZZB85i6RW67zgDWTDYfJSiVl9fA0gVNlYrsrg
https://ttcsonoma-dot-yamm-track.appspot.com/2sWp4V8Z_ebBDzuY7oEyc1wuYH63I3NJhEtZcOgAr7rnm7XlfgQF-hiWoZ-ZCqscE7JKkWPgR7ftUThVrAwVsxO5A7-m5EviXOuX8cF6EJ9G7v12bG2nDEPS72ymhyKhbiUpIdxJLmOijh7V5vV0DzkcG6Hswd9iLCEc8fFagHRvVB1ReFw


For the Sake of the Whole Human Family 
Paul Chaffee 
 
 
On Sunday, August 7, First Congregational Church Santa Rosa will be observing the 77th anni-
versary of one of the saddest days in human history – the atomic bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki and the death of 200,000 human beings. Since 1945, hydrogen bombs, more than 
3,000 times as powerful  as the Hiroshima bomb, have been developed.  Detonate one and 
burn greater New York City to a crisp. Detonate a few and condemn our planet to a nuclear 
winter ending life as we know it. 
 
But here is a beam of light in the current Ukrainian nightmare: on seeing a man like Vladimir 
Putin, his hand on the largest hydrogen-bomb collection in the world, people are taking the 
nuclear threat much more seriously. We are waking up! We need to act to end this global 
threat. 
 
I’m active in Voices for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons, a global interfaith organization. 
Voices has a unique approach to our anti-nuke effort: our effort to end nuclear weapons is 
spiritually grounded and ethically guided. (Hats off to all anti-nuke efforts … millions of activ-
ists are involved.) Our part of the task is grounded as a prayer-based effort. Voices meetings 
always begin with the following Nuclear Prayer.  
 
 

  
THE NUCLEAR PRAYER 

 
The Beginning and the End are in your hands, O Creator of the Universe. And in 
our hands you have placed the fate of this planet. 
 
We who are tested by having both creative and destructive power in our free 
will, turn to you in sober fear and in intoxicating hope. 
 
We ask for your guidance and to share in your imagination in our deliberation 
about the use of nuclear force. 
 
Help us to lift the fog of atomic darkness that hovers so pervasively over our 
Earth, your Earth, so that soon all eyes may see life magnified by your pure 
light. 
 
Bless all of us who wait today in your Presence and who dedicate ourselves to 
achieve your intended peace and rightful equilibrium on Earth. In the Name of 
all that is holy and that is hoped. 
 
Amen. 
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First Congregational Church Santa Rosa will be featuring this prayer in our service on August 
7, and we encourage everyone to get more educated about the issue and how we can join 
hands with the millions around the world who agree that nukes have no place on the planet.  
 
Resources 
The Voices’ website has a dedicated page for joining thousands and more, around the globe 
in praying the Nuclear Prayer – https://www.voices-uri.org/nuclear-prayer-day.  It shows 
how, when joining the August 6-7 weekend, you can indicate your location, and your partici-
pation will be noted with a red arrow on a digital map.  
 
Praying is a first step in becoming an activist against this scourge. For me, activism at this mo-
ment means promoting this opportunity to other nearby United Church of Christ congrega-
tions to join the effort of Sunday, August 7, to remember Hiroshima and Nagasake. I’ve 
plugged Santa Rosa, California into the map.  
 
Beyond the August remembrance, the Voices website –  https://www.voices-uri.org – is chock
-a-block full of resources for getting engaged. Three major sections of the site are titled 
“Learn, Reflect, Act.”  In Learn, don’t miss the William J. Perry Project, the best educational 
resource about ending nuclear weapons on the web. My favorite part of Reflect comes from 
the brief personal statements-of-faith about why activists in Voices are committed to this 
work. 
 
Best of all, the Act part of Voices’ website offers abundant resources and suggestions for be-
coming an anti-nuke activist no matter who you are or how old you are. Join as an individual. 
Join as a community or congregation. Reflect on the gratitude of generations upon genera-
tions to come for not giving in to the overwhelming violence of nuclear weapons.  

 

Refill Wednesdays 
 

July 3 & August 3 @ 9:30am 

Café Frida Gallery  

(outside seating) 

300 South A St., Sant Rosa 

 

August 31 @ 9:30am 

Café Noto 

630 McClelland Dr., Windsor 
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https://www.voices-uri.org/
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Summer Pop-Up Choir 
 
Yes, this photo is us at Christmas 
time, but we invite YOU to join us this 
Summer!   
 

Do you like to sing? Come, sing with 
us!  All are welcome.  Come at 9am 
on the following Sunday mornings to 
learn an easy song for the worship 
service.  You don’t have to don a robe 
— just come in your summer clothes.  
Your heart and soul will be blessed as 
you glorify the Lord in song. 

 
 

Join us at 9am on:      July 3rd     July 31st     August 14th 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

First Congregational United 
Church of Christ 

2000 Humboldt Street 

Santa Rosa, CA  95404 

 

707-546-0998 

firstucc.admin@sonic.net 

www.fccsr.org 

 

 

 


