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Inside this issue: 

Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr, Pastor 

Welcome Pastor Diana! 
 

Our Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr will be officially installed as our minister on Oct. 23 at 

3:00, with a reception following in Friendship Hall. We are asking our community 

for help with set up and clean up, as well as to bring finger foods.  All food offer-

ings are welcome, though non-dairy options would be appreciated as Diana can-

not eat dairy. We will have a sign-up sheet at coffee hour the next few weeks.  

Let’s show our abundant welcome! 

 

Please contact Linda Balfour at 707-292-0745 or lindagb4@yahoo.com with 

questions or suggestions. 
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Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Siblings in Christ, 
 
We have a very special occasion coming up this month on Sunday the 23rd  at 3pm. (Yes we will 
continue our regularly scheduled worship at 10am with great music, preaching and prayer!) 
We are holding a special service for the “installation of a pastor” which means we will affirm 
our desires to be covenanted together as pastor and congregation within the wider denomina-
tional context. You might be wondering why we are holding this event now given that it’s been 
two years since I was introduced as the top candidate for the job. We decided back then that 
we would hold this service once we could be together in person, and no one thought it would 
be delayed quite this long! So, here we are, two years later, and it is time to celebrate! 
 
This installation service will be an ecumenical treat! As you may recall, my ordination is held by 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and they are in a special covenant relationship with the Unit-
ed Church of Christ (UCC). We to share clergy when God calls (and we humans jump through 
lots of hoops). And God did indeed call! So, this installation will not only recognize and affirm 
the covenant relationship between you, me, and the UCC denomination. It will also include the 
PCUSA as a partner. During the worship service we will all be invited to affirm this covenant 
along with hearing beautiful music, singing hymns, and the sacrament of communion. In other 
words, it is not to be missed! 
 
We will be graced by a message from my friend and colleague, the Rev. Jacey Pickens-Jones. 
Pastor Jacey is presently serving at Point Richmond United Methodist Church (UMC), as well as 
the Interim Associate Director of Young People's and Camping Ministries for The California-
Nevada Annual Conference (UMC). She and her wife, the Rev. Emily Pickens-Jones, are deeply 
committed to advocating for social justice and building a radically inclusive church. I have had 
the joy of working with Pastor Jacey for years, and am continually inspired by her creativity, 
innovation, and enthusiasm. I know you will be moved by her words.  
 
This service is intended to be a time of joy and celebration. We hope to welcome a people 
from a variety of faiths and from a variety of points in my career. This includes YOU and Yours!  
If you attend every week or have not been in ages, you are welcome! Please stay for the recep-
tion. We only ask that we mask up in the sanctuary (due to concerns around singing and covid) 
and let us celebrate our ministry together! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Pastor Diana 
 
PS:  Refill Wednesdays coming up:   
         October 5th & 19th at 9:30am Café Noto (Windsor) 
 Come by for coffee or tea and a time of reflection. 
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Christian Faith Formation 
CFF Team 
 
Sunday School is happening! We are so happy to be offering Christian faith formation once 
again. Sunday School is scheduled for most Sundays this fall except once per 
month, when we’re having Godly Play during worship. October 9th is a Godly Play Sunday.  
 
We want to especially thank all our volunteers for Sunday School for autumn! They are Sue 
Green, Judy Cramer, Erin Moore, Judy Gibson, Marcia Murray, Lyn Derby, Virginia Greenwald 
and Judy Adams.  
 
If others are interested, please let Judy Adams, Sue Green, or Pastor Diana know. We need 
you! If you're unsure it's for you, ask to be a helper.  
 
Due to a new California law, there must always be two 
adults in a classroom, church sponsored youth event, or 
in the nursery. This is why we can use more volunteers. 
Volunteers working with children and youth do have 
special requirements now, so ask us about those, too.  
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Good News!  
 
Rise & Shine is licensed to open for childcare as of October 4. 
Cary and Josiah have been working hard to make the rooms 
attractive, safe and inviting. Take a look! 
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CARITAS VILLAGE  
Where maintaining dignity and safety  
for unhoused people is paramount 
Winnie Hogoboom 
 

On Friday, September 9th, Catholic Charities held an Open 
House to invite community members, including supporters such 
as FCUCC, to tour the new facility for people experiencing 
homelessness. Pastor Diana, Judy Cramer, Kathy Johnson and 
Winnie Hogoboom attended.  
 
The facility, on the corner of 7th and A St., more than replaces the work that has been taking 
place in the highly insufficient ‘old St. Mary’s Hospital’ for many years.  
 
Judy and Winnie took a guided tour led by our good friend Rebecca Kendall who, as the Chief 
Development Officer, oversaw the extraordinary fundraising for the project. Everything about 
the design emphasizes dignity and safety for unhoused people. The ground floor includes an 
intake center with kennel spaces for people who bring their dogs with them, ‘Nightingale’ 
units for people who have been cleared from a hospital but still need bedrest, an industrial 
kitchen and dining room where meals will be served twice daily, a Head Start center, and spac-
es with comfortable seating. The second floor is for offices, meeting rooms, counseling rooms, 
and more. A central staircase divides the building in half, and the top two floors have adult-
only rooms in one half, and rooms for adults with children in the other half.  
 
Some features which particularly impressed us: Bathrooms are shared by 2 families here, 
while 10 families shared one bathroom in the old facility; Doors have decals of sea animals on 
them rather than numbers or letters so children can find their family’s room; and. because 
many of their clients have been traumatized, Hallways have a clear line of vision between 

spaces and an easy flow, so no one will ever fear being 
trapped. 
 
In 2021, our Outreach Team made a concerted effort to sup-
port this work when it learned that matching funds were avail-
able. In addition, a donation of $1,000 would enable us to have 
a tile with our name and message included. The Team voted to 
donate $1,000 to Caritas Village as part of our local mission 
donations. The tile includes our name and “Whoever you are, 
you are welcome here.”  
 

It was a joy to be part of the celebration to open  
Caritas Village. 

Outreach   
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Solidarity in Community:  
Race, Identity, and the Power of Story 
Sponsored by North Bay Organizing Project’s Religious Leaders’ Caucus 
Winnie Hogoboom 
 
This event was attended by Bev Anson, Sue Hines, Debi Stewart, Pastor Diana, and me. In addi-
tion to the presentation itself, I found it powerful to be among so many other people of faith. 
At a guess, about 50+ people represented the Shomrei Torah, Unitarian Universalist, First 
Presbyterian, Emmaus, Thanksgiving Lutheran, Knox Presbyterian, Christ Church United Meth-
odist, and First Congregational congregations, as well as people affiliated with NBOP.   
 
We discussed our assignments in groups of five, and not always the same five. In one activity, 
we chose five words which we each felt identified ourselves from a chart of concentric circles. 
The words were generic, and we did not specify our connections. My five were: National 
Origin, Work Content Field, Historical Events, Belief System/Religious, Family Status. We asked 
ourselves these questions: 1. Which of these can be seen? (I said none.) 2. Which are as-
sumed? (I had one since it would be easy to assume I am a mother/grandmother, which would 
be correct in my case.) 3. Which have shifted over time? (For me, Belief system and Family Sta-
tus.) 
 
The exercise helped us to understand how we may make assumptions about others, and how 
others may see us. I had an immediate experience of assumption-making that proved to be 
wrong. One man in my discussion group was an Italian immigrant, and I had not expected to 
find him in the Shomrei Torah group when we met with our home groups. After all, aren’t Ital-
ians usually Catholic? We may well be doing this activity in our future. 

Stewardship — A reminder of this year’s theme 
Hannah Wallstrum 
 
Receiving the bread and the cup—also known by names such as 
Lord’s Supper, communion, holy communion, Eucharist, breaking of 
the bread, sacred meal, and simply “the table”—is at the center of 
Christian community. At first, it may seem surprising to think about 
stewardship in connection with passages that focus on the bread and the cup. But such texts 
often imply themes central to the spiritual practice of generosity. Indeed, as the title of this 
series suggests, partaking of the bread and the cup should lead to faith and giving.  
 
At the table, God uses the loaf and the cup as visible signs of God’s pure, unbounded love for 
us and for all. When we partake of the bread and the chalice, we embrace God’s uncondition-
al love as the basis for our lives as individuals and communities, and we commit ourselves to 
live in God’s ways of love for all.  

 



 

 

 
 

Council Highlights of the September Meeting 
Winnie Hogoboom 
 

• The Council continues to work on the new Safe Church Policy, a complex document with 
many requirements. Closure may be in sight! 

 
• Council members are soliciting volunteers to help prepare for Pastor Diana’s Installation 

Service on October 23, 3:00. Linda Balfour has agreed to organize the reception. Please let 
Linda know if you can help with providing finger foods, making coffee, etc., setting up and 
cleaning up afterwards. She will have a sign-up sheet, or you can email her at  

       lindagb4@yahoo.com 
 
• Also, in preparation for the Installation, the Council approved Pastor Diana’s Four-Way Cov-

enant among: 1. Diana Bell-Kerr, 2. First Congregational UCC, 3. Presbytery of the Red-
woods, and the 4. Golden Gate Association/Northern California United Church of Christ. 

 
• Regular Council meeting dates are set for the third Thursday of the month, through April 

2023. The next one is October 20, 6:30pm. Please notify the church office if you would like 
to receive the Zoom link to attend.  
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October Birthdays 
 

9th Jeff Wilson 

10th David Lamb 

13th Judy Cramer 

24th Gretchen Van  Tassel 

25th Bill Millard 

26th Rod Wallstrum 

 

If you don’t see your name 

and birthday on our birthday 

list, and would like your spe-

cial day known, please contact 

Paddy in the church office, 

707-546-0998 or 

firstucc.admin@sonic.net.   

 

We want to celebrate  

YOU, too!! 

Meet the Candidates for District 
4 of the Santa Rosa City Council  
 

They will debate the issues facing our community.  
 

Decide whose leadership and knowledge can help lead 
the City as we face the changes culture, climate, and 

the economy have in store. 
 

Thursday, October 13  
6:00—7:30 pm 

 

First Congregational Church 
2000 Humboldt  

 

Victoria Fleming 
Henry Huang 
Terry Sanders 

Shari Shamsavari 
 

Hosted by Junior College Neighborhood Association 
 

mailto:lindagb4@yahoo.com
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Safe Regathering Report of September 
Marcia Murray 
 

 
The Safe Regathering Committee (Judy Adams, Marcia Brumbaugh, Marcia Murray, and Hannah 
Wallstrum) continues to require that people wear masks during worship.  Food is not allowed in 
the sanctuary.   Beginning in October, masks will be optional for activities in Friendship Hall.   
For Sunday coffee hour or special events, we encourage people to gather and eat outside, 
weather permitting.  This includes the Pastor’s installation on October 23.  This guidance may 
change depending on the incidence of COVID in our county, in which case this committee will 
notify you of any changes in its recommendations. 
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In Memoriam 

 
It is with great sadness we note the passing of decades-long church members, Bob and Leigh 
Graham. Bob was a retired social studies instructor who had a passion for social justice issues. 
He was involved with outreach and mission in our church, plus led his mobile home communi-
ty in recycling and other environmental concerns. 
 
Leigh struggled with macular degeneration and diabetes most of her adult life but never let 
that hold her down. She could often be found walking alone on rural roads with her white 
cane. But her loss of sight and increasing health issues for both of them caused them to move, 
pre-covid, to Concord to be near daughter Jan.  
 
Recently, Bob had had a series of strokes. Leigh had a diabetes-related bone infection where 
they wanted to amputate, but they decided not to. They both passed away peacefully, Bob in 
his sleep and Leigh holding her daughter's hand for her last breath. They are survived by 
daughter Jan and sons Robbie and Russell.  
 
Condolences can be sent to Jan Breuker, 1782 Ardra Ln.  Concord, CA 94519 
 

Bob Graham  
March 25, 1932-December 14, 2021 

Leigh Graham  
July 15, 1936-September 21, 2022 


