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Christian Faith Formation
Sunday School RETURNS!
Beginning Sunday, September 11th, we will have
Sunday School or a special intergeneration worship service each week this fall! We’ll be running a
one-room school house model for roughly elementary aged children. If you have an even
younger child who is ready to participate, let us
know so we can tweak our offering to fit!

Childcare Providers Needed — See page 8
Installation Service Invitation — See page 9
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Pastor’s Message
The seasons are changing once again and we as a congregation are embracing this
change in our fall worship season. From now until Advent, we will be examining what it
means to be a compassion-driven change maker like Jesus. Through stories in the gospels, we will remember and reimagine our Christian faith in terms of how we can work
for the social transformation of our community and our world. Join me Sundays as we
worship and grow and change together.

Peace!
Pastor Diana

New Childcare Center Moving In
Serving infants from 2-24 months, Rise & Shine has
been moving into the three northeast rooms formerly
occupied by the pre-school, with provision for Room 9
(our Nursery, their Toddler Room) to be used by the
church on Sundays. First Congregational Church will be
their second Santa Rosa location. The demand for such
care is so high that they are filling the openings quickly.
The license has not yet been approved, but the inspection has been held, and the requirements met.
Cary and Josiah Rich began the move-in on August 1 and have been readying the rooms. Their
first major step has been repainting the ceilings and walls using colors more soothing for infants. Check their website to see photos of the paintjob in progress, and to learn more about
their work. https://srkidsrise.com/
We feel fortunate to have found a new tenant with a program that serves the needs of the
community and has such cooperative owners. We are looking forward to hearing the sounds
of small children again!
Winnie Hogoboom, Clerk
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Financial Report
Early in July, those with emails in our records should have received statements of the donations
they made to the church through the first six months of 2022. If you did not receive your statement, if you need to have one mailed to you, or if you need a replacement email, please contact me by email at fkathj@sonic.net.
Our community giving to support out church operations through August 16 includes:
General Operations
$90,506
Plate
$ 2,543
Total
$93,069
For Missions and some of the other programs the church supported, also through August 16:
Missions
$ 4,240
One Great Hour
$ 485
FISH
$ 525
Special Donation/
Holocaust Memorial $ 410
Kathleen Johnson, Secretary

Outreach
What’s going on at Camp Caz?
For many of us, Camp Caz was a special
place where treasured memories were
born. As hard as it is to have lost it, it is
good to know that the conference team
that bore responsibility for its sale refused
the first offer: from a logging enterprise.
And it’s very good to know a little about
the organization that did eventually buy it
and is already respectfully making repairs
and improvements. Read about them and
what’s going on at Caz:
https://www.shelterwoodcollective.org/
3

Refill Wednesdays in September
7th

9am at Brew Coffee and
Beer House, 555 Healdsburg Ave. , Santa Rosa

28th

9am at Café Noto,
630 McClelland Dr.,
Windsor

Stewardship
From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving
Our Stewardship theme this year connects God’s generosity and our stewardship. What would it
mean for our lives to embody God’s abundance?
At the table, God uses the loaf and the cup as visible signs of God’s pure, unbounded love for us
and for all. The everyday ingredients become symbols of God’s abundance. Love that invites everyone in. Food enough for all. Cups shared, even when not everyone agreed. In all of the different ways we celebrate it in our congregations, communion allows us to taste and imagine God’s
gracious providence.
Too often, our minds get stuck on thoughts of scarcity. “There will never be enough” we tell ourselves. And, if there’s not enough, we want to control who gets what. Perhaps that’s why the
word sparse (meager) contains the word parse (divide). Fears of scarcity divide us. Our fears
make God’s table manners ever more crucial. God invites. God provides. God pours-until our cup
overflows. Such abundance allows our hearts to imagine a new way of living. We can embrace
God’s unconditional love as the basis for our lives as individuals and communities.
Stewardship ponders this question; how can we reflect God’s abundance with what we
have? This question can help us think about ways to connect our experience of God’s generosity
with the choices we make in our lives.
Virginia Greenwald
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Annual Gathering 2022
The Northern California Nevada Conference (NCNC) Annual Gathering was held at Sonoma
State University June 17-June 19. Judy Cramer as Delegate, and Kathy Johnson as alternate for
Evelyn Smith represented our congregation. Winnie Hogoboom was there in her role as a
member of the Committee on Ministry, and Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr as Pastor on behalf of our
church.
Jamar Doyle, CEO, and Paula Barker, Senior Executive Assistant of the Council for Health and
Human Services Ministries (CHHSM) presented the keynote on equity and diversity and our
responsibility to work toward being a JEDI (Justice, Equity, Diversity, Inclusion) community.
Here’s an explanation of some of the terms that were used:
https://www.erinkateescobar.com/blog/dei-jedi-redi-what-do-all-these-different-acronymsmeannbsp . For one of the ways the conference is working to meet this goal see the item elsewhere in the Seer on the new owners of our beloved Camp Caz. And for more on some things
we can each do, see https://jointhemovementucc.org/
At the business meeting, we approved the Conference Budget for next year. It’s notable that
the conference provides support, oversight, and services to 115 churches on a budget of
$835,000. For comparison, our own church budget is a little under $200,000 a year. NCNC is
very bare-bones considering what they do for all these congregations!
There was also a very well-done presentation on AB506, the complicated new law requiring
increased protections for the vulnerable members of our communities. Extensive measures to
ensure the safety of youth, people with disabilities, and elders are demanded by law and insurance regulations.
Three excellent workshops were offered on Saturday afternoon; we had to select only one. We
were solidly represented at one on Joining the Movement toward Racial Justice, and Judy
Cramer attended the one on What to Do when a Member of your Church Asks for Medical Aid
in Dying.
The Annual Gathering is always interesting,
and a good way to learn more about and participate in the inner workings of our denomination. I am proud to have represented our
church.
Kathy Johnson
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Resources for Ending the Threat of Nuclear Weapons
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God.
Matthew 5:9
This brief note is in response to a request, following the sermon on August 14, that I provide
some direction in finding the best spiritually, ethically grounded information I could find in the
quest to end the threat of nuclear weapons.
Voices for a World Free of Nuclear Weapons is a terrific place to begin. It is full of resources,
ways to get educated and involved, and includes the Nuclear Prayer, the foundation of the
Voices community.
“The Bomb: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow” (formerly “The Hiroshima/Nagasaki Accord”) is
a one-hour introduction to one of the most important and neglected issues facing humanity. I
have trouble watching programming on a computer, but this piece held me from start to finish.
William Perry, on the faculty at Stanford University, is the moving force behind The William
Perry Project, which contains a superb curriculum into the nature and history of nuclear weapons. A full-fledged Stanford course, it takes more than a day or two to get through. But it is all
interesting, grounded, visually compelling, and informative, the best resource of its kind.
To be sure, nuclear deterrence is but one of the host of tough issues humankind faces today,
huge problems like climate change, poverty, and endemic war. What’s clear in all of this, however, is the importance of being grounded and sustained by our faith in God, our relationship
with the almighty, the guide and guardian of our lives.
Paul Chaffee

Hospitality
Friends, we need refreshments for the month of September. Alas, no one has signed up
for our Hospitality Ministry. Please sign up on the sheet in Friendship Hall on the bulletin
board behind the refreshment table. The coffee/tea will be made by our hosts. A little
treat to be served along with that is always appreciated. No clean up required. Thanks for
participating in this effort to be a welcoming community.
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Pick up a FREE
“Drought is Here Save Water”
Yard Sign for your Home or Business
Let your neighbors and community know about your commitment to saving water by picking up your FREE drought yard sign
at 69 Stony Circle, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday. When you drop-by our offices for your
sign, don't forget to request a FREE WaterSmart Home Kit, high-efficiency showerhead, faucet
aerator, or hose nozzle. For more information, visit: srcity.org/WaterSmartHome

Zoom links and passwords are updating!
Please note that beginning September 12 we will update our zoom links and passwords for
regularly scheduled meetings (Bible study and Contemplative Prayer). So, look for these new
links and codes in the weekly emails and/or contact leaders with any questions or concerns.

Belated birthday greetings to
our August friends
2
3
9
10
25
28
29

Paddy Coreris
Elizabeth Schultz
Roger Allington
Jan Chaffee
Judy Gibson
Sue Hines
Linda Haering

September Birthdays
2
5
6
11
11
16
20
27

Megan Andersen
Joseph Stefenoni
Monica Teixido
Bill Gibson
Rachel Kau Taylor
Dolores Seymour
Kathy Johnson
Joan Robinson

If you don’t see your name and birthday on our birthday list, and would like your special day
known, please contact Paddy in the church office, 707-546-0998 or firstucc.admin@sonic.net.
We want to celebrate YOU, too!!
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Safe Regathering Committee Report of August 4, 2022
There are some indications that we may be starting to pull out of the summer COVID surge
but, as we usually say, the SRC continues to recommend the church keep its current mask protocol unchanged: Masks will continue to be worn in worship and singers will continue to mask
while singing.
Now that we are having Coffee Time again, the SRC adds a further mask mandate: when you
leave the sanctuary to go into Friendship Hall, remain masked until you have gotten your food,
your coffee or tea and taken it all outside. Once outside, you may remove your mask and enjoy
food and conversation. The same protocol is to be followed at any future potlucks held at the
church. We continue to strongly recommend everyone be masked whenever in hallways,
kitchen, or bathrooms.
Again, to reiterate, since transmission rates are still elevated, we are firm in our mask recommendations.
We try to base our decisions based on what appears to support the safety of our congregants,
especially babies, immunocompromised folks, and elders. To that end, we encourage everyone to be vaccinated and boosted, as vaccines are now readily available. If you would like help
getting a vaccine/booster, please contact the church office.
The SRC will continue to monitor infection numbers in our area and, as we’ve learned in the
COVID world, things can change rapidly, so recommendations can change quickly. Our next
scheduled meeting is Tuesday, September 6, 1 p.m.
Judy Adams

Child Care Providers Needed
Our welcoming and progressive congregation seeks Child Care Providers to care for children
during Sunday morning worship activities.
Child Care Providers must have an understanding and appreciation of caring for children
(nursery age - 10yrs), as well as respect for the faith and inclusive values of our progressive
Christian community. Sunday Mornings, 8:45 AM (earliest) to 12:15 PM (latest).
Qualifications: Experience in the care of infants and preschool-age children, at least 18 years
old, background check will be provided. Send your questions and/or resume with references
to: dvgreenwald@comcast.net
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Installation Service
First Congregational Church, Santa Rosa
Sunday, October 23, 2022
Three O’clock in the Afternoon
You are invited to come and celebrate the installation of our
"new" pastor, Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr. This service was postponed
when we were all participating from home; we are excited to
hold it now. It is hosted by the Golden Gate Association, of
which we are a member; other churches will be invited to participate with us.
An installation service focuses on the covenantal relationship between the church, pastor, and denomination(s). In our
case, we have a four-way covenant representing the congregation, pastor, the Golden Gate Association (United Church of
Christ), and Diana’s ordaining body, the Presbytery of the Redwoods (Presbyterian Church USA). This worship service will be
the culmination of ministry that began years ago so let us all
come together to celebrate and affirm the ways God is working
through our community.
Rachel Kau-Taylor, Moderator
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Choir Notes



Join us at 9am on September 4th
One More Pop-Up Choir

Choir Retreat Day
Saturday, September 10th 9am—3pm

Want to help lower stress, boost immunity and lung function, enhance memory, improve mental health, help cope with physical and emotional pain?
Come try singing in the choir! No experience needed! Invite friends! We welcome all!
This event will include coffee and bagels in the morning and a potluck lunch,
plus lots of learning about music, what it means to be in a choir, and, of course, SINGING!

Mark Brumbaugh
1945—2022
We mourn the loss of Mark Brumbaugh, a steward of our
church’s numerous physical and personal resources. Mark
died suddenly and we were able to join his family and friends
to celebrate his life on Saturday, August 13. Marcia welcomes
your cards, calls, and visits.
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