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Rev. Diana Bell-Kerr, Pastor 

Pastor’s Message 
 
Dear Beloved Community, 
 
We are heading into 2023 with a season of memorial services. This might seem like a depress-
ing way to start the new year, but I hope we might see this as an invitation towards meaning-
ful and intentional community.  I learned first-hand how important it is to show up for a me-
morial service (also known as a “celebration of life” or a “funeral” if a casket is present) be-
cause I skipped one. It’s true, a number of years ago a colleague I am not especially close with 
died suddenly. I did not attend her service for reasons that are understandable. I have come 
to regret my choice. I regret it because I forgot the importance of showing up with and for 
others. From all accounts, the service I missed was glorious. lt was a life-event not just for the 
family, but for my greater pastor-colleagues and denominational family. People mark time 
sometimes based on that memorial service. I wish I had been there for my friends and for my-
self.  
 
The apostle Paul reminds us in 1st Corinthians that we are all part of the body of Christ. We 
all have a part to play in a larger system. Sometimes we show up because we need to be pre-
sent, we may need to feel surrounded by God’s love and/or people who might also feel our 
loss. And sometimes we show up to a memorial service because people we love might need a 
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Pastor’s Message, continued 
 
shoulder to cry on, or a loving look from across the room, or a smile from behind a mouthful of 
cookies. Showing up to a memorial service is not always about us/me and how well we knew 
someone – or didn’t know someone. Showing up is a gift to others and to ourselves because in 
so doing we are practicing embodied love. Embodied love is what we just celebrated on Christ-
mas and might be the greatest gift ever given. So, I hope you will join me as we celebrate some 
remarkable saints of our church and, importantly, strengthen and (re)build relationships with 
new and old faces as we go. I very much look forward to worshiping with you and give thanks 
for all the ways you make this a friendly, compassionate, and faithful community! 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Diana 
 
 
The season of Epiphany is here again. We remember the story of the Magi following the light 
of the star towards the Christ child (Matthew 2:1-12). God did not start or end with that one 
star, but continued to lead the Magi home by another way. God continues to be found among 
the stars and lights of our life’s journey. In light of the memorial service we had on Saturday, 
my experience and hope for our Star Words expanded. If you want to hear more about that, 
please take a look at the sermon on our Youtube channel! For an expanded invitation to Star 
Words, please keep reading! 
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As part of our Epiphany celebration on January 8th, we invited you to join in the spiritual prac-
tice of Star Words. The practice is very simple, and yet can offer profound gifts to those who 
seek. I invited those in attendance to draw a slip of paper with a Star Word. If you were not 
able to join us, we are happy to prayerfully draw a word and send it to you. You do not need 
to be a “member” to practice! All are welcome. Let me or Paddy in the office know how many 
to draw (# of people playing along) and where to (snail) mail them. Or, if you’re at church an-
other Sunday this month, let me know and I’ll bring out the basket for you to draw one.  



 
Here's what you do: Place your Star Word somewhere where you’ll see it regularly (bathroom 
mirror, next to your chair, dashboard of your car, etc.). Your practice, should you choose to 
play along, is to reflect on this word for the coming year, to ponder what significance this word 
might have in your life, and to ask God to speak to you through this simple word. For bonus 
points, consider how this word might apply to our community and CHANGE?  So, instead of 
asking, “what is God suggesting for me?” the question becomes, “what is God doing/
suggesting to us?” How might God be inviting us to change in light of this word/concept? If 
you are certain you know what your word means right at the start, you may be in for a real 
journey of surprises! 
 
As you pray with your Star Word, wrestle with the 
meaning(s) and definition (s) and application(s), it 
might lead to an epiphany or two for you along the 
way. Sometimes a mes- sage seems clear and oth-
er times the word takes on new meanings over 
time. If you get stuck, you are probably on the right 
path. Keep going! Howev- er, if you find this word to 
be a stumbling block that is beyond a healthy rub or 
stretch, you might also consider talking with 
someone about it (for clarity) followed by choos-
ing a different word for yourself. Thus the drawn 
word leads you towards something else that is 
healthy for you.  
 
This can be but does not have to be a solo journey. 
You might prefer to keep your word to yourself as 
you go. And, you might want to share it and pon-
der the meanings with others. There’s no right or 
wrong.  
 
If you happen to be a do-er rather than a mystic or a thinker or a word person, you are in luck. 
You might consider writing down a few actions or projects that your word inspires in you. 
Then, choose one and get to work! See how it goes and, at the end, consider doing it all again.  
 
This can also be a way of starting conversation or checking in with friends, at meetings, or with 
your family (especially if everyone is playing along). The Wednesday Re-Fill group (currently on 
hiatus due to weather) will bring this practice to their gatherings later this spring. Who might 
you invite (even outside the church congregation) who might encourage you to keep going? 
Or, might you bring up your Star Word with strangers … and get their take?  
 
However you decide to practice or not with your Star Word, it is all up to you. May this prac-
tice lead you towards connecting with Christ’s light as we journey together this year! 
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What is it like to follow the star 
to Bethlehem?  
An Advent Reflection by Connie Allen 
 
This Advent Season, Rev. Diana "forced us" <smile> 
into waiting.  She insisted that we must first arise 
and ascend as ancient Hebrews on a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem.  Those ancient Hebrews were not going 
to Jerusalem to live but as a renewal, enlightenment, 
a way of growing closer to God before they returned 
home. 
 
Rev. Diana insisted that we take our imaginary journey up to Jerusalem  following a hot air 
balloon.  Remember, this was an imaginary journey -- a journey following a hot air balloon 
that left a purple jet trail behind.  Can a trip become more science fiction than that?   
 
On our way we heard about light houses and mountain climbers -- all signaling and pointing 
the way to look and move forward and upward to Bethlehem.   Approaching Bethlehem, the 
hot air balloon magically became a star. 
 
We've all seen pictures and imagined the manger on a hill with the star above.  The shepherds 
and wise men have always followed the star already and we were late arrivals viewing the sce-
ne.  This year we are following the star.  This year the purple "jet trail" is overhead as we get a 
glimpse of the manger before the shepherds arrive. 

Building Interfaith Relations 
Paul Chaffee 
 
A dozen years ago I was led to start a digital journal titled, The Interfaith Observer. In the 
years that followed we published well over 1,000 articles (all preserved in a searchable 
archive). After a two-year hiatus, Seattle University, a Jesuit institution, has agreed to 
‘adopt’ the journal and bring it back to life. Our first new issue can be reached at theinter-
faithobserver.org. Another full issue will be published in the spring. The article titled 
“Interfaith Roundup,” which you’ll find in the current issue, is published every month, go-
ing to more than 25,000 addresses. Take a look! It’s free and explores so many of the is-
sues we talk about at First Congregational UCC Santa Rosa.  

 

http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal/september-2011-deepening-interfaith-dialogue.html
http://www.theinterfaithobserver.org/journal/september-2011-deepening-interfaith-dialogue.html
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Christmas Pointsettias 

Given by In Memory of 
    

Judy & Mark Adams Doris & Ed Leach and Joe & Ella Adams 
Connie Allen & Bev Anson Ena Allen & Florence Anson 

Chris & Dana Alexander Carl Alexander 

Chuck & Deanne Cadman Our Parents 

Paul & Jan Chaffee Frank & Mary and Cliff & Mary 

Judy Cramer Lillian & Russ Kern 

Winnie Hogoboom Jack Farmer, Ed Thompson, Roni Brown 

Kathy Johnson Mark & Marcia Brumbaugh 

Marcia Murray Loved Ones 

Alicia Diaz Said Roberto Diaz 

The Said Family Marcia & Mark Brumbaugh 

Cyndi Siroky Christopher Siroky 

Evelyn Smith Warren & Eugenie Smith and Martha Smith 

Hannah Wallstrom Marcia & Mark Brumbaugh 

    
  In Honor of 
Evelyn Smith Alison, Doug, Chase, Cameron & Chandler Dunbar 

Thank you all for beautifying our 

Sanctuary during Christmas week.   

 

We held a Blue Christmas worship ser-
vice in combination with Christ Church 
United Methodist.  A combined church 
choir was excellent and it was quite a 
hit online with over 50 people on the 
stream! 
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In Memoriam 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we grieve the deaths of many of our friends in recent months, we are looking ahead to 
planning their memorials in the next few weeks.  Please consider how you would like to con-
tribute to the celebrations of their lives, and how we can encircle their families and friends 
with our love and hospitality.  In the coming weeks we will have sign-up sheets available if you 
would like to help in any way with the receptions that will follow Services.  Please contact Lin-
da Duckett (707-526-7483) or Linda Balfour (707-292-0745) with questions or suggestions, or if 
you would like to contribute refreshments or assistance with setup/cleanup.   
 
Peace and Thank You, 
Linda Balfour 

 
Marcia Hobdy Brumbaugh 

November  21, 1946—December 5, 2022 
Celebration of Life was held on Saturday, January 7, 2023, 10am 

 

Jack Farmer  
November 4, 1924—October 8, 2022 

Celebration of Life — Sunday, January 22, 2023, 2pm 
 

Rhonda Reid Brown 

August 25, 1955—December 11, 2022 
Celebration of Life — Sunday, January 29, 2023, 2pm 

 

Ed Thompson 
1924 — October 8, 2022 

Celebration of Life — Saturday, February 25, 2023, 2pm 

 
Delores Seymour 

1932 — December 12, 2022  
Celebration of Life TBA 
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Council Highlights 
December 2022 
 
Pastor Diana  

• Led the Council through a Leadership Development ac-
tivity on grief, something we have experienced a lot this 
year. We spoke of what grief is, what it is not, how it 
affects us physically, and how it stays with us, as part of 
our lives.  

• Informed the Council on dates and times for four upcom-
ing Memorial Services in January and February. (Names 
and dates appear elsewhere in this Seer.)  

• Asked for positive and/or negative input on the Advent 
devotional leaflet (emailed, with a few copies available 
at the church) to inform the decision for next year. 

• Stated that there has been a lot of need for pastoral 
care. 

 
The Stewardship Campaign: Hannah Wallstrum reported 26 

pledges for $107k for the General Fund, and $5.5k for Mis-
sions. Thirty-nine people pledged last year, and the Steward-
ship Team will begin contacting people in January.  
 

The Clerk, Winnie Hogoboom, reported we have received a 
letter of membership transfer from another church for two 
people who have been attending this year. They, along with 
other new members, will be received on a Sunday in the new 
year.  

 
The Council determined to combine our two annual Congrega-

tional Meetings into one this year. On February 12, the 
Budget Preview meeting will be held, on February 26, the 
Annual Congregational meeting will be held to vote on the 
budget, and to accept the Annual Report and elect new offic-
ers and Team members. The newly elected people will begin 
their positions immediately.  
 

Regular Council meeting dates are held on the third Thursday of 
the month, through February 2023. The next one is January 
19, at 6:30pm. Please notify the church office if you would 
like to receive the Zoom link to attend. 
firstucc.admin@sonic.net 
 

January  

Birthdays 
 

17 Hannah Wallstrum 

24 Jan MacDonald 

29  Virginia Greenwald 
 

If you don’t see your name 
and birthday on our birth-
day list, and would like your 
special day known, please 
contact Paddy in the church 
office, 707-546-0998 or 
firstucc.admin@sonic.net   
 

We want to celebrate  
YOU, too!! 

 

 

 

 
 
STEWARDSHIP 
Hannah Walstrum 
 
As of the December Council 
meeting, the church has 
received 26 pledges total-
ing $107,240, with 13 
pledges from 2022 
(representing an estimated 
$28,133) still unreturned. 
The board will be making 
follow-up phone calls in 
January.  To date, very few 
Time & Talent sheets have 
been received; it’s not too 
late to return the pledge 
forms and the Time & Tal-
ent sheets!  

mailto:firstucc.admin@sonic.net


Upcoming Events — Mark Your Calendars 
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January 20  SEER articles due to the office 

January 22    Celebration of Life for Jack Farmer 

January 28   See below 

January 29   Celebration of Life for Rhonda Reid Brown 

 

February 2  2022 Annual Reports due to the office 

February 4  See below 

February 6-10   Pastor Diana & Moderator Rachel travel  

    for Isaiah Partnership 

February 12  Presentation of the Budget 

February 20  SEER articles due to the office 

February 25  Celebration of Life for Ed Thompson 


